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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Young Man Who Made Up His Mind 


--_—_— -— ——————— 


“. . ». the word of the Lord. . . Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


I. 
Won To Christ! 


|'would like to talk with that 
| preacher.” We found him alert, 


| By Evangelist John R. Ri 
| (Matt. 10:32, 33); follow Him in| r gelist Jo Rice 


baptism, (Matt. 3); line up in His | 
church (Acts 2); worship, work, | 
give, and live for Him (Heb. 10: “But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile him- 
John 9; II Cor. 8, 9; Col. 3). Some | self with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he 
day we will go to our home, His) drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he 
Home in Heaven (John 14; Rev. | might not defile himself’—Dan. 1:8. 


:°9-17; Psa. rt | 

f oa Fda My shila wise adal men-| ..,, Daniel purposed in his heart! He made up his mind. How 
tioned above) if he definitely trus-| different was the case of Lot. Lot moved into Sodom against 
ted the Lord Jesus Christ as his|the protests of his own conscience. He vexed his righteous 
personal Saviour. He replied em-|S0ul from day to day with the unlawful deeds of the Sodom- 
phatically, “I do.” Any man who ites (II Peter 2:8). I suppose Lot had never intended to stay 
lives that long without Christ will} in Sodom. The Sodomites seemed to hold it against him that 
have some mental problems and| he came in only as a sojourner and not as a permanent resi- 
questions to get straight—a man|dent (Gen.19:9). But even when Sodom was on the brink of 
saved at that age is a babe in|destruction, when the angels of God had spent the night in 
Christ, the same as a person saved| his home and urged him to depart, Lot still tarried. We are 
3 pa mate ape erin gchar told, “And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened 
lat of Chaat Sack Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, 
Ee alt Weeaahie the value or | Which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the 
| Seathibares teanbiing boys and girls | CItY: And while he lingered, the men (the angels) laid hold 
‘to come to Christ early. You have| Upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
| as aaiiein:: ee: o> on anyway—| hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto 


At Slater, Missouri, during re-| with problems, questions, and the} Matthew 18. All come the same|him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the 


vival we had the privilege of hear- 
ing among others, a man nearly 


one hundred years of age confess! have sinned,” Romans 3:23; only 
Christ. He had heard our Gospel | Jesus saves, Acts 4:12; we accept 
messages on the radio—as we used | Jesus by faith, not of works, Ephe- | 
the repeated text, Acts 4:12,“Nei-| sians 2:8-10. With that, salvation, | 
forgiveness, adoption, the life of 
God are ours (Acts 16:30, 31; Isa-| 
iah 53; Galatians 3:26; Romans 8). | 
Then, as a child of God's, we are. 
'ready to obey Him—confess Jesus, | 


ther is there salvation in any oth- 
er: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” He 
told some family members, “I 


|like. We .pulled back from side 
| tracks—kept to the fact that “all 


' 


“Paul's First Prayer 


By Charles 


H. Spurgeon 


“For behold he prayeth.”’—Acts 9:11. 


God has many methods of 
quenching persecution. He will not 
suffer His church to be injured by 


ee 


determines to go. to Damascus, 


Tl ention. Then, He brings us right 


that he may glut himself with the | 


| way! Why not NOW? “ temember | City” (Gen, 19:15, 16). 
| now thy Creator in the days of thy| «while he lingered... ”! That | 
| youth” (Eccles. 12:1). “Now is the ‘symbolized the indecision of Lot’s | knew what he wanted, determined 
day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). /| life. It was a curse that ruined! to attempt it. How can there be 
Say it, sing it, mean it— | him. Lot never definitely, decisive- | any. genuine success to one who 
| “Just as I am, without one plea | ly, made up his mind to be out-| does not definitely decide What he 
| But that Thy Blood was shed | and-out for God. And even when | wants, what he is determined to 
for me, |'Sodom was doomed, he lingered. | have, what he is willing to give 
O Lamb of God I come to Thee.”| Small wonder that Lot seemed| up, what ‘he ought to do and will 

to his sons-in-law as one that | do? 

II. | mocked; small wonder that his “There is a tide in the affairs 
wife tarried behind and looked} of men” says a poet, “which taken 
Official Building Plans back and was turned to a pillar| at its flood leads on to fortune. 
for 1953 of salt; smali wonder that though | Neglected, all the balance of their 
| 1. A proper emphasis upon scrip- the angels led the two maiden/| lives is cast in shallows and in 
| tural giving, i. e. weekly basis. Let) 


daughters out of Sodom, they | Miseries.” 
'us do it as the scriptures teach. | a cht a oe gy he gah aay 
| Paul by the Spirit had just deliv-| G¢4US"'CrS, an m_ aw 
| ss ; | father to drunkenness and incest! 
jered the greatest and longest The giao of Lot etek shee 
| treatment on the resurrection to} oars and hic ‘intakes 

| be found in the Bible—I Corinth-| : Serre de | | 
|ians 15. He lifts us into the heav-| h naa aes arigreg dh oe San 
| Nneart. aniel Made up Nis mind! 
| down to earth with the statement: | Pate sre Bp cay eoevasy we wae | 
ony . | Gre ‘it was the > had con- 
'“Now concerning the collection! ~ sin i ha at ne nad con 


Daniel was a young man, exiled 
‘from home, carried captive to a 
_far-off.capital, Babylon, by Ne- 
| buchadnezzar. With shocking ab- 
ruptness he was facéd with a de- 
mand that he should eat food that 
no Jew, by the Mosaic law, was 
allowed to eat; it was demanded 
that he should drink the king’s 


its enemies, or overwhelmed by its 
foes: and He is not short of means 
for turning aside the way of the 
wicked, or of turning it upside 


down. In two ways He usually 
accomplishes His end; sometimes, 
by the confusion of the persecutor, | 
and at others in a more blessed | 
manner, by his conversion. Some-| 
times, He confuses and confounds | 
His enemies; He makes the di- 
viner mad; He lets the man who 
comes against Him be utterly de- 
stroyed, suffers him to drive on to 
his own destruction, and then at 
last turns round in triumphant 
derision upon the man who hoped 
to have said aha! aha! to the 
church of God. 


But at other times, as in this 


'quered the world. He answered, 
(Continued on page 2) 


gore of men and women; that he| i“By not wavering.” At least he 


may bind the Christians, and bring | 


Wine, though the Scripture the 
(Continued on page 8) 


them to Jerusalem, there to suffer | 


what he considered to be a just | 
punishment for their heresy, and) 
departure from their ancient re-| 
ligion. | 

But oh, how marvelous was the 


power of God! Jesus stays this) 
man in his mad .career; just as| 
with his lance in rest he was dash- | 
ing against Christ. Christ met him, | 
unhorsed him, threw him on the) 
ground, and questioned him, “Saul, | 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?” | 
He then graciously removed his| 
rebellious heart—gave him a new. 
heart and a right spirit—turned| any scientific support, full of dark hints, historical mistakes | 


his aim and object—led him to| and contradictions,” states the blasphemous definition which | 


By Dr. John Summerfield Wimbis 
Pastor Calvary Baptist Church 
123 W. 57th Street, New York 19, New 


“The Bible is a collection of fantastic legends, without ———— 


bible 


h 


York 


——— 


Marvelous blessing came when 
Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah 


Damascus—ldid him prostrate for; may be found in the Dictionary of Foreign Words, put out| and Josiah came into power. Our 


case, he converts the persecu- 
tor. Thus, He transforms the foe 
into a friend; He makes the man 
who was a warrior against the 
gospel a soldier for it. Out of dark- 
ness He bringeth forth light; out 
of the eater He getteth honey; 


(Continued on page 5) 


three days and nights—spoke to| by the State Publishing House in Moscow, Russia. 


| Scripture has its setting during 
poe sé} the remarkable reign of King Jo- 
the money that was brought into | ng Yigg oe the acepter of pow- 
the house of the Lord, Hilkiah|°™ *O' t™rty-one years. In the 
the priest found a book of the eighteenth year of his rule, the 
law of the Lord given by Moses. | Book of God, so long forgotten, 


To the citizenry of America, -— 
such a biased and uncouth asser- | 
tion is repulsive indeed. However, | 
there are thousands in this fair) 
land who share such an atheistic | 


yea, out of stony hearts He raiseth 
up children unto Abraham. 


Such was the case with Saul. 
A more furious bigot it is impos- 
sible to conceive. He had been 
bespattered with the blood of Ste- 
phen, when they stoned him to 
death: so officious was he in his 
cruelty, that the men left their 
clothes in the charge of a young 
man named Saul. Living at Jeru- 
salem, in the college of Gamaliel, 
he constantly came in contact with 
the disciples of the Man of Naz- 
areth: he laughed at them, he re- 
viled them as they passed along 
the street; he procured enactments 
against them, and put them to 
death: and now, as a crowning 


point, this were-wolf, having tast- 
ed blood, becomes exceeding mad, 


view and thousands more who, by | 
their actions, align themselves | 
with such gross unbelief. | 


Several years ago, after con-| 
ducting a series of meetings in| 
the state of Virginia, I was driving 
through the mountains of Tennes- 
see on my return home. Switching 
on the car radio, I heard for the 
first time an old mountain ballad, 
“Dust on the Bible.”’ While the 
music and lyrics were very poor, 
the message of the song was pro- 
found for even there, in the “Bible 
Belt,” thick dust had accumulated 


on the Holy Book. ascend the throne and the cheery 

There is a portion of Scripture| pheams from the star of reforma- 
in the Old Testament which seems | ti9n would shine forth to dispel 
especially appropriate for this/much of the darkness. But then 
Message. In If Chronicles 34:14-| would come once more the ebon 
| 16 we read: pall of idolatry to bring despair to 
“And when they brought out !' the Israelites. 


And Hilkiah answered and said | 
to Shaphan the scribe, I have) 
found the book of the law in| 
the house of the Lord. And Hil- 
kiah delivered the book to Shap- 
han, And Shaphan carried the 
book to the king, and brought 
the king word back again, say- 
ing, All that was committed to 
thy servants, they do it.” 


Sad was the spiritual state of 
Israel in the days of this sacred 
narrative. The dark night of apos- 
tasy had enveloped the nation. 
Now and then a godly king would 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


(Continued on page 4) 


John $. Wimbish 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday January 2, 1953 


Noteworthy 


a 


> ’ “ur ‘<c* ene " ; : ’ : ‘ i¢ + " ; 4 i »} 

sible Memo! y Association tional, youth Spt cializ d. in which 

, .y yf) . . “> us y c 

Announces Contest Ove} 32,000 children and young 

“The Tenth Annual Bible Memo- people from all over the United 

een Ce ‘ memes ‘ 4 States and several foreign coun- 

2 Hr Pesemat ay Pada - = | tries have participated, may be 

ne <span Mire i a "thi oh ‘|! summarized in its threefold ob- 

5 : } . " ‘ : : + " ‘ . . 6 

am Hy ‘a aie se oo nt ar jective: (1) Scripture memoriza- 

MEOUEN " wasn o ' Treva tion, (2) sound Christian books, 

>! Ss anc c ie agaZines 5 _— . 

can . ills "ey er oR Seeaiit and (3) spiritual summer camps. 
al TS, rae . | 

1_ The work he Bible Memory 

Monthly, simultaneously through- : ene ch rk a ; " = ~ iced 

, - , ; SSOCI: y _ : ‘© “OUL 

out the nation,” the superinten-| - Ssociation 1S iinances 1rougn 


| : “yoOe ' TrIn¢gs yf } Pres “( 
dent states. the freewill offerings of interested 


All t] te 2 Christian friends. Prayer and help 

youtns up to yyears Ol ag : : 

' . . ! bi for this work are sincerely invited. 
respective of church filiation] ~~. ,, : , 

y iepae: wn ge Further information may be ob- 

or where they live, are thus chal- 


tained by writing the National Ol- 


lenged to memorize 250 Bible ver- 


+ Hvel tod M fice: Bible Memory Association, 
ses from attractively printed Mem- ~4¢ 
‘cba ; te 3 ‘ ‘ cS : ee") Inc. P. O. Box 516, Wellston Sat- 
ry ork Bookiets during the Sta- : 
or) PKR DOOK tion, St. Louis 12, Missouri. 


ted period of 12 weeks. As incen- 


4 5 


tive for this, each contestant is é‘ | = 

given rather substantial rewards, Billy Graham to Write 
which includes a free seven-day Newspaper Column 

camp in the summer, a good ret- Evangelist Billy Graham is go- 
erence Bible, and eleven appealing | ing to become a newspaper colum- 
Christian books, Scripture plaques | nist. 


and Bible games. Contestants re- 
cite the verses each week to local 
“Hearers,”” who make reports to 
the national office each week for 
distribution to the contestants by 


The column, to be titled “My 
Answer, by Billy Graham,” will be 
written six days a week and is 
being offered to daily newspapers 
throughout the nation by the Chi- 


Those Premiums! 


By the Editor 


Have you looked over the premiums offered in this issue 
of The Sword of the Lord, for subscriptions? Any one or 
more of these premiums may be had absolutely free, for 
sending in a certain specified number of subscriptions to 
The Sword of the Lord, at the special rate of three 1-year 
subscriptions for $5. You may get a Scofield Reference Bible, 
either in the inexpensive cloth binding, but. with page for 
page like the big Morocco-bound edition, or the expensive 
Morocco-bound Scofield Bible with concordance; or you may 
get songbooks for your church; or a fine duplicating machine ; 
or electric razor; or flashlight camera, or moving picture pro- 
jector. Or you may get a fine library of Christian books. The 
preacher may want the best reference books. Or someone may 
want a young people’s library, A Sunday School teacher may 
want a set of Bible maps. The pastor may need an electric 
shaver. Well, look the premiums over please. Decide what 
you want and set out to get the sihesrhitions necessary 
today. 


Why We Offer These Free 


are rewarded for it. We believe it 


dy : ‘ ; ' ar 
Premiums is perfectly right and proper to 
First of all, we wanted every | give people a reward for getting 
reader of THE SWorD OF THE LORD | subscriptions. 
who cou be j cer 0 do so, it , 
= ep B nae os Des Third, most of these premiums 
» give subscriptions for others or eRe 
v5! —s 7 have very ere Christian. use- 


to sell subscriptions to others. We 
thought that some people with a| 
proper reward for their labor | 
could work at getting subscrip- 
tions Who otherwise might not do | 
So. 


| fulness, Bible Christian books, 
| songbooks, Bible maps for teach- 
ing, a moving: picture projector 
to show Christian films and ser- 
mons in the church, ‘a duplicator 
to get out form ietters, church 


the “Hearers.” Camps are held at|cago Tribune—New York News| And second, the Bible clearly} pyljetins and to mimeograph ser- 
the BMA-owned ace gd Camp,| Syndicate. This column will be} says that “the labourer is worthy | mons—all these will be a great 
Ringgold, Louisiana, and a canis conducted on a question and an-jof his hire.” Those who’ get sub-|bo9n to many Christians and 
rented in other regions, including] swer basis and will run about 200 | scriptions for us in this campaign | ehurches. And since we can buy 
Alabama, Pennsylvania, Misso iri] words a day. ‘most of them in quantities and at 
and Georgia. Dr. Graham will thus add an- 8. Sword Birthday observance in| Wholesale prices, we feel We do 

The work of the Bible Memory} other medium to his evangelistic | September. |a real favor to Christian workers 
Association, Inc., interdenomina-{ work. 9. Coin cards sent friends of The| When we help them get.-these nec- 


Preaching, Power and Promotion 


(Continued from page 1) : 


' 


for the saints, as I have given or-| you,” etc. Do it the Bible way and 
der to the churches of Galatia.| you will be an obedient Christian 
even so do ye. Upon the first day | whether lc, Sc, 10c, 25c, 930c, 
of the week let every one of you| $1.00, $2.00, $5.00, $10.00, etc., a 


5. 
as God hath} wee ‘k! Doxology! 
there be no| 29 We 


lay by him in store, 


prospered him, that 


will soon probably have 


gatherings when I come. And when} go, you some state goals—sugges- 
I come, whomsoever ye shall ap-! tive only, as a challenge. 
prove by your letters, them will | : . 7? 
I send to bring your liberality un-|_ 3. The last Sunday of Septem- 
to Jerusalem. And if it be meet} ber each year is designed as 
that I go also, they shall go with} SWORD Sunday. THE Sword. or 
me” (I Cor. 16:1-4) | THE LoRD came into being Friday, 
it ° >A . ¢ ‘ 
That offer b | September 28, 1934. Churches are 
c oliering Was no or 10r-| ee - 
gmc ene Sains qatihaetite "| asked to make an offering this 
¢€ign missions” as commonly re-] « 
panel ' | Sunday. 
garded, but for “the saints. . . at} 


Jerusalem.” They were hungry. Res ADBULY plans, wget 

They needed help. It was not for | © gy SEIOOR. ready 7. ti 

the “lost,” but for “the saints’| Printer. some are already writing | 

that the “saints” might LIVE to! in about these matters 

help the “lost” find Jesus. | 5. A great Easter offering 
This Building Offering is to} plans come later. 


rive “saints” 
which in 


working place from 
men and materials the 


6. A great December ol 
plans later. 


fering 


Gospel might “Girdle the Globe 7. A great Sword of the 

for God.” banquet in the Chicago area Sa- 
The Bible plan is “upon the first| turday night before the fourth 

of the week—let EVERY ONE of! Sunday of September. 


Ved af Af dog Di, HuAA Ad * A ‘ft 4 th 4,f A /1, Ann 
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Lord) Writing just returned from a great 


| 


| 


essary and useful] tools in Chris- 
‘tian work, in reward for getting 
subscriptions for THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. 


Sword of the Lord. 

The Sword of the Lord sends out 
much FREE literature in the) 
forms of books, tracts, and papers. 


These things go over the U.S.A And we believe that the elec-| 
and around the world. It offers a) tric shaver, the flash camera, the 
staff of orthodox evangelists for| bicycles, ‘are a worthy gift, and 


preaching His Gospel! It makes| that God would be pleased for us 


available the very best in Chris-| to give them to people who earn 
tian books. . It conducts revivals,| them by sending in subscriptions. 


It is not chance, not gambling. To 
'send in subscriptions and get such 
premiums is doing some ‘honest 
| wor 7 and being honestly rewarded 
for 


It holds revival conferences. 

The Sword of the Lord cannot | 
give, and give, and give without) 
receiving. 

3ack again to the Bible—it says, | 


™ » LORD hi ‘daine at ‘ y ‘ , 
ve “ rs : ntggreg tat at Some Would Rather Have 
ey ’ ’ ‘EE > > xOS ’ ‘ . . : y* 
: ; 9 wiore x scr S i 
should live of the Gospel.” Jesus More Sub criptions Without 
| : " Premiums 
said about His preachers, ‘The la- 
bourer is worthy of his hire” (1 We hope those who wish the 
Cor. 9:14 and Luke 10:7). The| premiums will send in subscrip- 
Holy Spirit asks by Paul, “How | tions, select the premiums they 
shall they preach except they be} desire, and get them. Thousands 
sent?” (Rom. 10:15). should each send in three l-year 
We'll worship, and work, and) Subscriptions for $5, and get my 
give, and live till Jesus comes! book, What It Costs to Be a Good 


| Christian, free. Others should get 
Halley’s Bible Handbook free with 
three subscriptions, or get Sco- 
field Bibles, or other good ‘books, 
at this|or any other good premium they 
need, and can send in enough sub- 
scriptions to merit. But, if you 
‘want to get subscriptions to the 
glory of Christ, without any re- 


Il. 
A Great Trip For Him 
Mrs. McCall and I have 


Gospel tour, over 7,000 miles, into 
eleven states, preaching His Gos- 
pel over sixty-five times, and see-' 
ing a goodly number of decisions, W@Pd for yourself, and if you want 
in consecration, confession of sin,| @ lower subscription rate, we are 
pledging to do soul winning, | 2!@d to make a special offer for 


church membership, and, first de-|¥°™ 3 ringeoct sacked until the close of 
cisions for Christ—from eight! this campaign, January 15, you 


may send in four l-year subscrip- 
4 tions for $5. These subscriptions 
Doxology! - | ; 

, tes abpibiee pts al enemict ee be either new or renewal, 
ERE 2 Winn eachuak at ii ct B; anywhere in the United States, or 
“ Sih Sag? eed go er et addressed to men and women in 
“ee ‘he repaketd : pony? we the armed services. (Canadian and 

ynn +, suenardson, the delioved | foreign subscriptions require fifty 
pastor. It is a strong church, above | cents per year more, that is, $6.50 
the average, in that rich Missouri , 


years to eighty-four years in age. 


| wt! for three 1-year subscriptions, 
River Valley. Lovely Christian} with premium, or four subscrip- 
women, dynamic business men,! tions without premium.) But let 


splendid young people, make up| it be clearly understood, if you 
the membership. They are con-| want four 1-year subscriptions for 
stantly receiving new members— | $5, you may have them, but you 
baptized twice during the meeting| get no premium of any kind. This 
—one time a family of four all; special offer cuts subscriptions 
together. They are a hospitable|down to a rock-bottom price of 
people, receiving ius_ into the | $1.29 per year, in lots of four or 
homes. Several did constant soul | more. Those Who do not wish any 
winning. Pastor Richardson kept. ‘premiums for their subscriptions 
us busy preaching three times a/| are offered this low price. You 
day—a great fellowship — many|™@ay ‘have four 1-year subscrip- 
victories. Doxology again! tions, _either new or renewal, in 
We then circled by north Missis- | a Vnited States, for only $5! 
rat a bargain! 

sippi for a big church wedding for | 
Miss Margaret Ruth Denton of | This is a plan specially suitable 
Tupelo, and Professor Jerry Chal-| for those who want to use tithes 
mers McCall of the University of| 29d offerings, money set apart 
Mississippi. It was solemnized in aj WMOlly for the Lord, and to get 
fine Christian manner. out , Gospel. One may not want 
to profit from money given in 
For eight weeks we had won- Jesus’ name to get out the Gos- 
Jackeoa, ‘Teancesce: and up 10[ iy, 20 c.tueeet. Cont alt Sho 


wish to use some of God’s money 
| (Continued on page 3) to send THE Sworp OF THE LorD 


may take advantage of this special 
offer. You may have four l-year 
subscriptions for $5, either new or 
renewal, and as many subscrip- 
tions as you like at that same 
price, in the United States. 


Don’t Forget Missionaries, 
Native Workers, Retired 
astors, Shut-Ins! 

In the last few days we have 
had s@veral moving letters. One 
was from a pastor in Japan who 
has been so blessed and changed 
by THE Sworp oF THE LorD, and 
yet cannot send money out of that 
country to pay for a subscription, 


I could not forbear sending THB 
SWORD OF THE LORD to him for an- 
other year. 


In India a man writes pleading 
for some literature to help him 
preach the Gospel. I was glad to 
send THE Sworp or THE LorD. But 
it must be paid for through our 
Missionary and Minister’s Fund. 

A man bedfast 
months, unable 
THE SWORD OF 


for twenty-two 
to subscribe for 
THE LorpbD, wrote to 
tel] me this week about how he 
had been blessed by some of our 
literature, and pleading for more. 
I sent thhim THE SWORD OF THS 
Lorp for a year through the Mis- 
sionary and Minister’s Fund. 

Two missionaries having served 
a long term in Africa are now on 
furlough in Ohio. They tell how 
THE Sworp OF THE LorpD blessed 
them in that far-off country, and 
hoped that the paper may be al- 
lowed to come to them still. A 
foreign missionary’s income is 
pretty scanty. Surely someone 
who reads this wants to pay for 
THE SworD OF THE LORD so they 
may continue to receive it. 

Literally thousands of people in 
the United States and in foreign 
countries need THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD and want it, but for one rea- 
son or another cannot pay for it. 
Many thousands of others would 
be delighted and blessed through 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD if they 
could once get acquainted with it. 
We would like to send THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD for a trial period to 
every minister of the Gospel in 
America. But that takes money. 
We are doing all we can, and we 
ask like-minded people, who have 
a burden to stir revival fires, to 
call people back to the Bible way, 
to revival, to soul winning, to the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to holy 


living, please help us send this 
paper. If you do not have the 


names and addresses of ministers 
or Christian workers or young 
converts or lost sinners who need 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, then we 
ask you to send a check or money 
order in Jésus’ name, ‘to ‘help us 
help others through the Mission- 


ary and Minister’s Subscription 
Fund. I personally give to this 
fund more than to any other 


Christian work. I feel that more 
good can be done for God through 
this fund than in nearly ‘any other 


way. Will you help us by sending 
us a gift to the Missionary and 


Minister’s Subscription Fund? 


Hurry; Subscription Offer 
Cleses Midnight January 15! 

Get your letter with subscrip- 
tions in the mail by midnight and 
post-marked not later than Jan- 
uary 15, to take advantage of the 
low rates and the premiums of- 
fered during this’ subscription 
campaign. We have time for only 
one more notice in THE SworD oF 
THE Lord, before the campaign 
Closes. So what you should do, we 
beg you, do quickly and do it in 
Jesus’ name! 


Please mark renewal subscrip- 
tions plainly “renewal.” That may 
Save trouble and expense and will 
keep somebody from getting two 
copies of THE Sworp for «a time, 
and ‘then having ‘the subscription 
run out earlier than it should. 
Please give names and addresses 
very carefully. If you want a 
premium say plainly which prem- 
ium you want, as offered else- 
Where in this paper, and give 
mame and address to whom the 
premium is to be sent. 


Send all subscriptions to the 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois, and God bless you! 


- 


See Premiums 


on 
Page 3, This Issue! 
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Page Three 


PREMIUMS! 


It’s a thrilling campaign, the current Sword of The Lord 
subscription drive! First, it’s thrilling to get out The Sword 
of the Lord each week—to send it to folks who need this 
evangelistic influence in their lives. And there’s an additional 
thrill, too. By sending subscriptions you get free premiums 
—gerand Christian books, maps, Bibles, cameras and pro- 
jectors and many others. See the whole exciting list below 
and get ready now to send in your subscriptions! 


Remember, its $5.00 for each 3 yearly subscriptions, in 
the U.S.A., or $6.50 in Canada and foreign countries. If you 
Wish, you may send some subscriptions now and some later. 
We will send a credit slip which you may combine with others 
for a larger premium. 


Don’t miss the blessings you can have by sending The 
sword! Now, while the special rates are in effect, while you 
can get free premiums, do your part, in the name of Jesus! 


\3 Yearly Subscriptions, $5.00 

You get absolutely free, your choice, Dr. John 
R. Rice’s What It Costs To Be A Good Christian, 
price $2.25. 

Or, Halley’s 
helps, Price $2.00, 


Bible Handbook, famous Bible 


6 Yearly Subscriptions, $10.00 

You get absolutely free, Scofield Reference 
Bible No. 80, clothbound, references. Price $3.50. 

Or Cruden’s Concordance, in 783 large pages, 
regular price $3.50. 

Or, Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 818 pages, regu- 
lar price $3.00. 

Or, Huribut’s Story of the Bible, 850 large 
pages, Standard Edition, Price, $3.50. 


9 Yearly Subscriptions For $15.00 
You get absolutely free, Fausset’s Bible Diction- 
iry and Encyclopedia, Price $5.45. 
Or, Hdersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, two volumes. Price, $7.50. 
¢ maps on steel stand, 


Or, set of ¢ 
18x27 inches. Price, $6.00. 


each 


12 Yearly Subscriptions For $20.00 
You get absolutely free, Young’s Analytical 
Concordance To The Whole Bible, Price $10.00. 
Or, Commentary on the Whole Bible (Jamie- 


Price, $7.50. 


18 Yearly Subscriptions For $30.00 

You get absolutely free, Scofield Reference Bible 
No. 183, fine Morocco binding, notes, concordance. 
Price, $14.00. 
Or, Ansco Readyflash Camera Outfit. Price, 
$15.95. : 


30 Yearly Subscriptions For $50.00 
You get 
$25.00. 
Or, New Schick ‘20” Electric Shaver, rich new 
caddie case. Price $24.50. 
Or, $25.00 Children’s Library, your choice, se- 
lected from our catalog. 


absolutely free, Preacher’s Library, 


48 Yearly Subscriptions For $80.00 


You get absolutely free, 100 copies Old Time 
Revival Songs, 150 enduring favorites. Price, $40.00. 


54 Yearly Subscriptions For $90.00 
You get absolutely free, Cine-Kodak Brownie 
8 MM Movie Camera. Price, $44.50. 
Or, R. C. A. Record Player, 
records. 45 r.p.m. 
$44.50. 


60 Yearly Subscriptions For $100.00 
You get absolutely free, $50.00 Preacher’s Li- 
brary (including any or all of the above books, 
plus others chosen from our catalog). 
Or, $50.00 Children’s Library—enough 
Wholesome reading to grow up on! 
Or, Bicycle. Price approximately $49.00. 


78 Yearly Subscriptions For $130.00 

You get absolutely free, Keystone ‘“R-37” 300 
Watt 8 MM Movie Projector. Price $64.50. 
84 Yearly Subscriptions For $140.00 


You get absolutely free, Speed-O-Print Dupli- 
ecator, Model I. Price, $69.50. . 


é 
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with 8 sacred 
with automatic changer. Price 


fine, 


90 Yearly Subscriptions For $150.00 

You get absolutely free, 50 copies IJn- 
spiring Hymns, the brand new Singspira- 
tion hymn book, 527 favorite hymns. Price, 
$75.00. 
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192 Yearly Subscriptions For $320.00 

You get absolutely free, Wilcox-Gay 
tecordio Tape recording machine. Price 
$159.50. 


480 Yearly Subscriptions for $800.00 


You get absolutely free, Kodascope 
Pageant 16 MM. Sound Projector. Price, 
$400.00. 


600 Yearly Subscriptions 
For $1,000.00 

You get absolutely free, Famous Mira- 
cle Sound Projector, 16 MM. Ideal for 
Churches or evangelists. Price $495.00. 


(NOTE: Be sure to add 50c a year for sub- 
scriptions outside U.S.A. 


map | 


son, Fausset and Brown) one volume, 1,347 pages. 
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REPORTS FROM 


drew’s Memorial 
Graham, North Carolina, reports | 


Rev. J. J. Fenton, Jr., of the An- | 
Baptist Church, | 


the salvation of about 300 souls in| 


a four week campaign with EVAN- | 


GELIST DOUGLAS WINN. The 
meetings were originally schedul- 
ed for two weeks, but were ex- 
tended an additional two because 
of the results on the final eve- 
ning, when about 75 were saved. 
Most of these converts were high 
school young people. 
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Didja Know... 


By Fairy Shappard, Advertising Manager 


For further information write Word Records, Dept. 


amin: On CODY Lo: 
Company, Dept. 342-PLX, 337 
Avenue, Chicago, Hlinois. 
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Evangelists 


AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


Youth EVANGELIST FREDDIE 


GAGE tells of three week end re- 


vivals he has conducted in Baptist 
churches of Texas recently. In an- 
other campaign in the Hickory 


Street Baptist Church, Dallas, 31 


people were converted. The Pas- 
tor, Rev. R. J. 


~ ) 7 +} } 
"Om ( ‘ Lrie 


se 


Simpson says 
hardest people in the 
community were saved...” Gage is 
a student at the Decatur 


C‘olh ge. 


saptist 


- 


Dr. George W. Truett 


For twenty years Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Commentary has given 
help to teachers using the International Uniform Sunday School lesson material. 
1953 edition available now. 23 big features. 820 pawes. Washable cloth binding, 


Only $2.00. Buy from your local Christian book store or order 
direct from Higley Press, Dept. M-19, Butler, Indiana. 
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Preaching, Power and Promotion 


(Continued from page 2) 
about fifty miles south of Kanka- 
kee, Illinois, we had all the weath- 
er man could throw at us, except 
wind—snow, -sleet, ice, cold and 


rain—then, imagine it, fine weath-| 


| 


er to Chicago! 
News Notes 
Our next revival engagement is 
at Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Jan- 
uary 11-18, with a fine pastor, Rev. 


W. R. Storie. He has had a unique; PHO tO 


ministry, a great prayer meeting 
written up in Moody Monthly and 


other periodicals. His church has| CO parative 
been transformed. Pray for God’s| 


blessings on all of us in the revi- 
val! Come to see us there! Doxolo- 
oy! = 

gy! 


Dr. Enochs on Monroe Svireet, 


Chicago, is leading in a fine and) 


growing church. We have confi- 
dence in him. He has some depend- 
able helpers in his church. 
V. 
The Ole Home State 

1. A nice letter from mission 
secretary Quarles of Mississippi 
expresses appreciation in the boost 
we gave the mission work as we 
recently spoke before associations 
there. He graciously suggests that 
we come to Mississippi for revi- 
vals as often as possible as he feels 
we will help the work of Christ. 
Thank you, Brother Quarles. I 
certainly will not knowingly hin- 
der the work of Christ being done 
by anybody. We leave that for 
“pious” people. 

2. Mr. Auber J. Wilds is closing 
thirty-five years as Training Un- 
ion secretary in Mississippi. He has 
always led down the middle of the 
King’s Highway, never off at a 
tangent. He writes us: 

“Dear Friends: 

“January 1, 1953 marks the 
close of thirty-five years of happy, 
continuous service as the secretary 
of B.Y.P.U. and Baptist Training 
Union work in Mississippi. These 
have been years of many exper'i- 
ences, most of them pleasant, and 
these pleasant ones include the 
many happy hours I have spent in 
your home. I have cherished 
through the years your friendship.” 

In his report to the convention 


he writes: 


= oe —_— —— 


“BAPTIST TRAINING UNION DEPT. 
“Auber J. 

“MY STEWARDSHIP— 
“January Ist, 1953 closes thirty- 
five years of continuous service as 
State B.Y.P.U. and Baptist Train- 
ing Union Secretary of your ser- 


'vant, Auber J. Wilds. These years 
| have been marked with many hap- 


; 


| 


py experiences, few 
ones. all blessed of 
Father. 


discouraging 
the Heavenly 
Except for several years 
World War II 


each year has shown marked aad- 


1936-35 


—. - “sr uraiur 6 TAllaAwtrinoao « 
Vance in every Way. roluowing aie 


rath figures of five year 
periods: 
No. Unit No. Awards 
Year Organizations Issued 
1918 130. e 400 
1922 B00 2 000 
1927 1,507 8.062 
1932 1.654 11,280 
1937 2,103 8.835 
| 1942 2,819 13.052 
1947 3,485 18,303 
1952 4.670 30,036 
“This year we issued nearly as 
many awards as we did the first 
ten years, 1918-28. Awards went 


This is the 
second year in history that 
has been true. 

‘A total of 394,981 study course 
awards have been issued in Mis- 
issippi during the thirty-five years. 
An average of 11,285 a year. 

“Serving under four dynamic 
personalities in the office of Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Doctors J. B. 
Lawrence, R. B. Gunter, D. A. Me- 
Call, and C. L. Quarles has been a 
joy and privilege for which I am 
deeply grateful. From them I have 


to every association. 


this 


received inspiration, and chal- 
lenge.” 
I am glad to have him as a 


friend. I am glad to send his testi- 
mony around the world in THE 
SworD OF THE LorD. He is Christ’s. 
man. 

3. While at Philadelphia, Mis- 
sissippi, radio station WAOC car- 
ried two or three of our messages. 
The thing of special interest to 
that the station is owned 
and operated by Mr. Howard Cole. 
We knew him when he was a 
small boy. Seeing him now “grown 
up,” suecessful, and interested in 
the things of Christ greatly 
pleased me—others like him. Dox- 
ology! 


us is 


Wilds, Secretary 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday January 2, 1953 


Dust on the Bible 


(Continued from page 1) 


was discovered by Hilkiah the | It was received with exclama- 
priest in the dusty recesses of the tions of extravagant admiration. 
temple. “Superb!” they cried. ‘‘Where did 

It was during the relgn of Ma- he discover it? Who was the au- 
nasseh, Josiah's irreligious grand-| thor? How could copies be ob- 
father, that the Sacred Writings tained?” Whereupon the American 
were lost. Evidently they became statesman informed them to their 
‘buried deep in the rubbish which chagrin, that it was the third 
had accumulated in the neglected! chapter of the prophecy of Habak- 
temple. kuk. 


Manasseh had forgotten the de-| What treasures men lose when 
voted spiritual life of his father,|they are indifferent to the gold 
Hezekiah, and he led the people , mine of God's Book! 
away from God and His com-| Isaiah looked out over his be- 
mandments. loved land and saw idolatry and 

Alexander Maclaren has well, vice, with deathlike grip holding 
said: “If we do not make God’s | the people in bondage; the adver- 
Law our guide, we shall wish to saries of Jehovah, with their 
put it out of sight that it may not ' poised legions ready to strike in 
be our accuser.” And as dust had, fierce onslaught; the temples of 
gathered on the Holy Book in Jo-: the Lord desecrated and His altars 
siah’s time, even so has it covered broken down. Then the prophet of 
the Bibles of our nation today.'redemption cried: “Seek ye out 


First, there is the book of the Lord and read.” 
Our need individually, our 
I. The Dust of Indifference {need collectively, is that we 
“Seek....out the book of the 


Although this matchless volume 
still has the record of being the 
best seller in the world, although 
it has acquired unprecedented cir- 
culation throughout the land of 
America, I thoroughly believe it 
to be one of the most neglected 
books in our nation. We have al- 
lowed the dust of indifference to 
settle upon the covers of God's 


_Lord and read.” If we would be 
guided out of the perplexing maze 
of international problems, we must 
peruse the pages of this Book, 
hear the voice of the Lord and act 
accordingly. 

But we need to remember that 
the Bible today is also coated with 


Sacred Book. II. The Dust of Irreverence 
In John 5:39 we hear Jesus See the picture: Jeremiah the 
speaking to the multitudes and prophet, with tears and pathos, is 


saying: “Search the scriptures; for 


urging the people to repentance. 
in them ye think ye have eternal 


Josiah the potentate, with every 
life: and they are they which legal means at his disposal, is 
testify of me.”’ clearing the high places of his 
In Acts 17:11 the beloved phy-|country from heathen disfigure- 
sician, Luke, tells of the Bereans ments. And, in that momentous 
who surmounted the Thessalonians year of 624 B.C., something hap- 
in spirituality because “they re-' pened which permanently affected 
ceived the word with all readiness |the spiritual history of Israel— 
of mind, and searched the scrip-| “Hilkiah the priest found the book 
tures daily.” of the law of the Lord given by 
And in II Timothy 2:15, Paul | 4/°ses. 
instructs his son in the faith, In great excitement, he handed 
“Study to show thyself approved the manuscripts to Shaphan, 


| 


the | 


unto God, a workman that needeth royal secretary, who lost not aj/find a striking instance of the 


not to be ashamed, rightly divid-|™oment in letting the youthful | 
ing the word of truth.” king know about -the 


advice: ‘I speak as a man of the it before the king.” 


world to men of the world; and I 
say to you, ‘Search the Scriptures.’ | mendous sensation this discovery 
The Bible is the book of all oth- | Produced upon the godly king. He 


ers, to be read at all ages and in all; had had religion enough, but here | 


conditions of. human life; its daily;in his possession was God’s In- 
reading should never be omitted|spired Word. Down through the 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


[f.you clip the old mailing label 
from your Swurp and send It in 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to Tne Sworp oF Tire Lorp, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Iili- 
nols. 


It's possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 


Think of this: today there are 
approximately - tw ent y-thousand 
students in the University of 
Southern California and it has a 
high scholastic standing, but in 
a recent book, written by a pro- 
fessor in the Department of Re- 
ligion, this statement appears: 
“The larger part of Christian ed- 
ucation is to guide people in such 
a way that they no longer feel it 


Scriptures.” 
If John Wesley were living to- 


blood would run cold. I do not be- 
lieve in that kind of higher edu- 


freedom but I do not believe any 
| professor has the right to under- 


those with immature faith. 


Let us pray that the breath 
of Heaven will scatter the dust 
of irreverence from our Bibles. 

But there is another contamina- 


necessary to read the Christian 


day and read that statement, his 


cation. I do believe in academic 


mine the spiritual foundations of 


God’s Word sav _ amy 
word be that goeth forth~out of 
my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it” (Isa. 55:11). 


George T. B. Davis reminds us 
that after the attack of Boling- 
broke, Hume and Voltaire came 
the German rationalistic host with 
the fiercest and deadliest of all the 
assaults upon the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. Bauer, Strauss and the 
Tubingen school took up the cry 
of the children of Edom: “Down 
with it, down with it, even to the 
ground,” 

But at the strategic moment, 
from the pen of a contemporary 
German philosopher, one of the 
most profound scholars the Twen- 
tieth Century has produced, came 
a more powerful treatise, entitled 
“The Bible, the Word of God.” 


Scorning the so-called “findings” 
of higher criticism, Professor F. 
Bettex, said: “The whole of this 
criticism has strayed from the 
right way, and will never arrive 
at truth. Unchanging and un- 
changeable, this Bible stands for 
centuries, unconcerned about the 
praise and the reproach of men.” 

And then, with the voice of a 
prophet, “Bettex thundered out, 
“The Bible is true; in fact, the 
only true thing amid the great 
lie of this world. Falsehood, false- 
hood! The leaders in literature 
proclaim the intellectual emanci- 
pation of man, and offer, as the 
substitute for liberty, free love 
and suicide! 

“And emancipated women 
‘More culture!’ speak much and 
proudly of nobility of soul and 
character, and then run away from 
husband and children, and write 
fiction full of adultery and filth 
of soul. Falsehood! With uncolored 
truthfulness and cold impartiality 
the Bible portrays this falsehood 
and guilt of the world.” 

The story is told of an atheist 


cry, 


twenty-third Psalm, or, on the 
whole, anything that will throw 
.more light on the future and 
reveal to me a Father more 
merciful and kind than the New 
Testment, send it along.” 

But I would remind you that 


IV. The Dust of Iniquity 


settles on the covers of this 
Holy Book today. 

After Shaphan received the book 
of the law of the Lord from Hil- 
kiah the priest, he took it im- 
mediately to King Josiah and read 
to him from the book. And the 
Scripture tells us: 

“And it came to pass, when 
the king had heard the words 
of the law, that he rent his 
clothes.”—II Chron. 34:19. 


Josiah was overwhelmed at 
hearing the very words of the 
Divine Law. He rent his clothes 
in profound grief because he and 
his fathers “had not kept the word 
of Jehovah, to do after all that 
was written” in the Book. The 
Word of God does not seem to 
affect people of our day as it did 
the young king. 


Josiah summoned the elders of. 


Judah and Jerusalem, as repre- 
sentatives of the people, to witness 
the solemn act to be done in their 
name, and he held a great assemb- 
ly at the temple in Jerusalem to 
present the newly-found Book of 
the Law. 


On the appointed day, the wide 
space of the temple enclosure was 
crowded with a vast multitude, 
headed by the prophets, priests, 
Levites, and great men of the 
tribes. 

A platform had been erected 
for the young king in the temple 
court and the elders milled around 
it, waiting for their ruler to speak. 
Opening the precious writing, he 
read aloud to them throughout: 
read all the details of the ancient 
covenant made with the nation by 
Jehovah—read the promises if it 


discovery. | 

Our early president, John Quin- And in II Kings 22:10, we find | of Judah for fifty-five years and in 
cy Adams, gave this wise bit of ,t¢S¢ words: “And Shaphan read|his wicked paganism, he rebuilt 
the idols his father Hezekiah had 


We can well imagine the tre) 


| Ill. The Dust of Incredulity 


unless through overwhelming ne-| dark years of apostasy, the faith- | 


cessity.”’ | ful remnant of. the godly had pre- | 
The apostle of art, John Ruskin, | served the truth as best they 
said: “Make it the first morning |COU/d, but there was a vast dif- 


business of life to understand some | erence between the traditions of 
part of the Bible clearly, and make | ™en and the truth of the Sacred 
it your daily business to obey it Book. 
in all that you do understand.” How this young man reverenced 
Heinrich Heine, the German the Divine Law.. But 
poet and writer, declared: “What|™@"y among us who have no 
a Book! Vast 
world, rooted in the abysses 
creation, and towering up behind 
the blue secrets of Heaven. Sunrise 
and sunset, promise and fulfill- 
ment, birth and death, the whole 


drama of humanity all in this| leave the cloistered halls of learn- | 
Book.” ing manifesting time and time 
And Thomas Jefferson stated: |#84n an intellectual recoil from | 


“I have always said, and always|@"ything supernatural. 
will say that the studious perusal 
of the sacred volume will make 
us better citizens, better fathers, 


and better husbands.” 


Yes, tragic is the negligence of 
our nation. America, like Judah, 
reached its supremacy under the 
protective guidance of the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, but now 
America concerns itself with the 
non-essentials. “Careful and trou- 
bled” about matters of little mo- 
ment, America has grown indif- 
ferent to the Word of the Most 
High God. We stagger recklessiy 
on down the road of destiny un- 
mindful of our fate. 


In the year 1782, Benjamin 
Franklin was appointed American 
Plenipotentiary at Paris. Some of | jn ; 8 , : 
the French wits of that period ridi- | ka Tag foto ana sscupepear-aten 
culed him for his devotion to the | The brilliant young preacher of 
Bible. Wise Ben Franklin deter- the Baptist Hour Charles Well- 
mined to test their knowledge of born, calls ne haktlres to a fact 
the Volume they professed tO which illustrates what I mean: The 
scorn. University of Southern California 

Entering their company one was founded in 1888 as a direct 
evening, he told them that he had effort of the Methodist Church. 
been reading an ancient poem and In an address at the founding, the 
its stately beauty had greatly im-, Dean of the school said: “I want 
pressed him. At the request of|this university to make it hard 
those skeptics, he took from his| for students to come and go away 
pocket a manuscript and pro-|from here without Christ.” What 
ceeded to read it. an admirable and noble purpose! 


istic professors, parading under the 


ous philosophy. 


and the young trees stand sil- 
houetted gaunt and barren, life- 
less and fruitless against the 
somber sky of materialism. 

Any university or college or 
seminary which employs polite and 
refined infidels who falsely charge 
the Bible with inaccuracies, - in- 
consistencies and immoralities is 
not worthy of the money invested 


doom of Judah and that of his 
| wicked 


there are) 


and wide as the | reverence whatsoever for this Holv | 
of | Book. Multitudes of our young’) 
|men and women seem to have a/| 
positive distaste for the Bible and_/| 
for everything for which it stands. | 


Trained by skeptic scholars, they | 


These| 
young people do not respect the | 
Book because many of their athe- | 


garb of scholarship, have preju-| 
diced their minds with a poison- | 


Sad is the havoc wrought by |@ beneficient angel to exercise its 
these modern Philistines. With | Sanctifying influence on society. 
their infidelic blades they hack | 
at the roots of their students’ faith | to belittle, to besmirch, to con- 


|agnostics, atheists and freethink- 
ers, in all of the fury of their 
prejudice have cried out in uni-— 


tion: it is 


In our scriptural narrative, we 


indestructibleness of ‘God’s Word. 
Old Manasseh wore the crown 


destroyed. Baal, Ashtoreth and the 
sun were worshipped with abandon 
by his followers. The tyrant even 
burned some of his own children 
en a pagan altar and, if tradition 
is right, had Isaiah the prophet 
sawn asunder. 

3ut during the long years of his 
godless reign, which sealed the 


son, Amon, whom he 
named for a god of Egypt, in the 
seclusion of the rubbish-littered 
temple, God protected His Book. 
The Bible is deathless! The per- 
manence of the Written Word, 
the Providence that has watched 
over it, the romantic history of 
its preservation down through the 
ages, speak of its authenticity and 
of its supernaturalness. 
sible translators have 
burned at the stake; 
Bible printers have been per- 
secuted to death; 
Bible readers have been chained 
in prison; 
Bible colporteurs have been tor- 
tured until crippled; 
Bible preachers have been cruel- 
ly exterminated; 
Yet this Book stands today like 


been 


In every age, men have sought 


tradict and to destroy it. Infidels, 


were kept, read the curses if it 
were broken. 
Then followed a striking scene. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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who sent a young man an envelope | 
of infidelic literature, advising him 
to read it in preference to the Bi- 
ble. The young man wrote the 
atheist this note: 

“Dear Sir: 

If you have anything better 
than the Sermon on the Mount, 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, 
and that of the Good Samaritan, 
or if you have any code of mor- 
als better than the Ten Com 
mandents, or anything more con- 
soling and beautiful than the 
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From almost 2000 new and unpublished 
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son, “‘Away with it!” but the Holy 
Word of God has emerged unsul- 
lied and unscathed. 


Someone has well said: “Few 
people study to discover the truth; 
most of us seek to confirm our 
errors and perpetuate our preju- 
dices.”’ 

Why make the mistake of be- 
lieving that the first step to wis- 
dom is incredulity? If you will 
approach the Bible with an un- 
biased mind and read it, you will 
understand why it will last for- 
ever; you will know that it comes 
from God and consequently it is 
under Divine protection. 

God’s Word says: “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my 
word shall not pass away” (Matt. 
24:35). 


entrants, a total of 31 prize winners are 
included in a special section of this 
exciting new book. An excellent variety 
of singable numbers from the zestful, 
power-packed Sunday school song to 
the heart-warming, dignified church 
hymn, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Dust on the Bible 


(Continued from page 4) - 


Lifting his voice, Josiah solemnly 
declared his resolution to live in’ 
obedience to all the requirements 
of the Divine Word. 


“Standing on his platform,” says 
the Book of Kings, “he made the 
covenant before Jehovah to walk 
after Jehovah, and to keep His 


nies, and His statutes, with all his 
heart; and with all his soul to) 
perform the words of the covenant | 
which are written in this book.” 


Do you remember the Scripture: 
“...The word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing éven to 
the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and: mar- 


row, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the 
heart”? (Heb. 4:12). 


Not many people enjoy being 
pierced by a two-edged sword. | 
Because of sin, many people ig-| 
nore the writings of Scripture. It) 
has been rightly said: ‘“‘This Book 
will keep you from sin, or sin will 
keep you from this Book.” 


In a recent magazine article, 
senator Charles W. Tobey, whom 
Someone has called “The con- 
science of New England,” said: 

“Facts have established that 
there is a conspiracy of gam-) 
ling and _ corruption which. 


| ‘‘Maybe 


—— ll 


spreads to every corner of the 
United States. 

“Facts have proved number- 
less instances of collusion be- 
tween criminal elements and 
government officials, state and 
national. 

“Facts have revealed irregu- 
larities and dishonest conduct 
on the part of a certain number 
of internal revenue officials. 


“Facts have evidenced 
large sums of money have been 
received by government officials 
under oath to uphold the law-— 
money that is over and above 
their salaries and entirely _un- 
explained.” 

And this is only part of the 
total picture. The logical question 
that arises.is: ‘““What can be done 


-about it?” 


I submit to you that our na- 


| tion’s hope lies not in a new plan 


of economics, a new social theory, 
a new political alliance, a new 
code of laws, but in the Bible 
the divine truth which made 
America great and which 
can keep. it great! 


A recent editorial mirrored the 
exact attitude of our countrymen: | 
thoughtless | 


we are a 
people, having our fun while we 
are Hell-bent on the road to des- 
truction. But we don’t think so. 
If you could look into the hearts 


I am quoting below several 
paragraphs from a letter which 
We sent out recently to our 
donors: 

“I know because of your pre- 
vious contributions to the Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund 
that you are interested in help- 
ing young people train for 
Christian service and that you 
have confidence in the work) 
and testimony of Bob Jones 
University. We cannot tell you | 
how much we appreciate the| 
help you have given us. Your} 
contributions are enabling about | 
one-fourth of our student body | 
of three thousand to attend this | 
Christian institution because. 
700 students are securing some | 
help from the Student Loan | 
Endowment Fund. 

“During this year unless con- | 
tributions Were designated for'| 
some other specific purpose, we | 
have divided them equally be-| 
tween the Student Loan En-| 
dowment Fund and the mis- 
sionary fund. It is an unheard 
of thing for an educational in- 
stitution to put funds which 
might be used for the institu-| 
tion itself into a missionary pro- 
gram instead. However, we feel | 
that there is such a tremendous 


pel in these terrible days of| 
world crisis and that we have | 
very little time before the doors 
will be closed in many places 
against the Gospel. 

“Bob Jones University is not} 
just an educational institution; 
it is the base of Christian testi- 
mony. You friends who contri- 
bute to Bob Jones University 


Dr. Bob Jones Jr., Says: 


this year in order to reach this 
goal we will have to receive 
$400,000, since one half of every 
dollar will go into the mission- 
ary fund. Incidentally, this last 
200,000 toward the $1,000,000 
goal is being especially ear- 
marked for the use of students 
training for the foreign mission 
field. 

“We praise God for His rich 
blessings on the work and testi- 
mony of Bob Jones University 
and on the ministry of its grad- 


uates around the world. We 
have this year about 1,200 
young men studying for the 


ministry and about 600 volun- 
teers for missionary service. 
However, we are not just a 
preacher’s school or a mission- 
ary school. The Bob Jones Uni- 
versity chapter of Future 
Teachers of America was se- 
lected as the National Banner 
Chapter this year. The School 
of Education, the School of 
Business, the School of Fine 
Arts, and the College of Arts 
and Sciences are just as out- 
standing here as the School] of 
Religion. The training in each 
is evangelical and evangelistic 
as Well as of highest academic 


caliber. I hope you will pray 
need for the spread of the Gos-|for us every day, for the Ad- 


ministration, the faculty, and 
the student body. God has been 
extremely good to us, but we 
are laboring under many bur- 
dens. 

“My father returned recently 
from a trip around the world, 
Visiting the mission fields. He 
leaves the last of January for 
six weeks of evangelistic meet- 


do so because you believe that 


unto salvation and because of 
the testimony of the institution. 
You are interested in seeing 
young people trained in this at- 
mosphere and under the aggres- 
sive evangelistic philosophy of 
Bob Jones University, so that 
they go out as efficient witness- 
es for Jesus Christ and as soul 
winners. I know you will re- 
joice to know, therefore, that 
half of the funds which come in 
are used in the spread of the 
Gospel around the world. 

“We lack about $200,000 of 
reaching our goal of $1,000,000 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund. This means that 


ings in Australia. Immediately 


the Gospel is the power of God | upon his return, I will.leave for 


'meetings in Norway, Sweden, 
‘and Britain. The need around 
‘the world is tremendous. We 
‘must get the Gospel out, and 
\we must train young people 
‘to step into the breach with 
the message.” 

We thank all of you friends 
for what you have done in the 
past, and we shall be grateful 
for what God may lead you to 
do during the coming year. 
Please pray for us. God bless 
you. 

BOB JONES, JR., President 

Bob Jones University 

Greenville, S. C. 
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Does Your Label | 
Say 
1-53? 

If the figure after your 


name is 1-53, your subscrip- 
tion is expiring this month! 


a single issue! hs 
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that | 


alone | 


of those ‘frivolous’ people, you 
| would find a firm resolution that 
our way of life will go on. ..Amer- 
ica may give but she can never 
be taken; and the way of the 
aggressor will be a hard and rocky 
'road to defeat.” 

God promises peace and plenty 
to a nation of people which will 
stay close to Him and follow Him 
and abide by His commandments, 


but He has something to say if 

'we choose the other way. God’s 

Word says: 

| “I will set my face against 

| you, and ye shall be slain be- 

| fore your enemies; they shall 
hate you, shall reign over you; 
and ye shall flee when none 


pursueth you...” 
“...And I will break the 
of your power.” 
And Proverbs 1:24-28 says: 
“Because I have called, and 
ye refused; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded: 
3ut ye have set at nought all 
| my counsel, and would none of 
' my reproof: I also will laugh 
at your calamity; I will mock 
when your fear cometh; When 
your fear cometh as desolation, 
and your destruction cometh as 
a whirlwind; when distress and 
anguish cometh upon you. Then 
shall they call upon me, but I 
| will not answer; they shall seek 


pride 


me early, but they shall not find 
me,” 
| These are terrible words, but 
'they are inescapable in their 


‘meaning. When an individual, or 
a nation, breaks the laws of God 
—the laws of the universe—then 
there is no escaping the conse- 


Renew now so you won't miss 


him 


quences. Only Divine intervention | 


of immutable law. 
And lastly, we would think upon 


V. The Dust of Inconsistency 


that is heaped upon the Bibles 
of America today. 


| When Josiah the king received 


to it read and continue 
viously, bound by the 
tradition, engulfed in 


as pre- 
the 


mediately did an about-face and, 
in the words of Joshua, 


will serve the Lord.” And Shaphan 
committed to thy servants, 


do it.” 
The Bible says: ‘...Blessed are 


they 


and keep it” (Luke 11:28). 

The Bible says: “...Be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only” 
(James 1:12). 


knoweth to do good, and doeth it 


The Bible says: “Blessed is the 
man” whose “delight is in the law 
of the Lord...’ (Psalm l:la and 
2a). 


Word of our Blessed Saviour: 


say?” 


we began putting 
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not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). | 


and mercy can stop the workings) 


Paul’s First Prayer 


(Continued from page 1) 


made mystic sounds go mur- 
muring through his ears—set his| 
whole soul on fire; and when at 
last he started up from that three 
days’ trance and began to pray,’ 
then it was that Jesus from Heav- | 
en descended, came in a vision to| 
Ananias, and said, “Arise, and go 
into the street which is called) 
Straight, and inquire in the house | 
of Judas for one called Saul, of 
Tarsus; for, behold, he prayeth.” | 

First, our text was an announce- 
ment; “Behold, he prayeth.” Sec-| 
ondly, it was an argument; “For, 
behold, he prayeth.” Then, to con-| 
clude, we will try to make an ap-| 
plication of our text to your 
hearts. Though application is th 
work of God alone, we will trust 
that he will be pleased to make} 
that application while the Word 
is preached this morning. | 


lL An Announcement 


GNnROUNCE- 


First, here was an 
ment; “Go to the house of Saul of 
Tarsus; for behold, he prayeth.” 
Without any preface, let me sa\ 


that this was the announcement ol! 
a fact which was noticed in Heav- 
en: 

gels: 


which was joyous to the an- 

which was astonishing to 
Ananias, and which was a novelty 
to Saul himself. 


It was the announcement of an 


effect which was noticed in Heav- 
en. Poor Saul had been led to cr 
for mere and the moment he b 

gan to pra (,od began to he: 

Do you notice, in reading the cl ip 
ter, what attention God paid to 
Saul? He knew the street he 

he lived: “Go to the street that is 
‘alled Stratgitt. He knew the 
house where he resided; “Inquire 
at the house of Juda. le knew his 
name: was Saul. He knew the 
place Wnere he came from; ‘“In- 


quire for Saul of Tarsus.” And he 
knew that he had prayed. “Behold, 
he.prayeth.” Oh! it is a glorious 
fact, that prayers are noticed in 
Heaven. The poor broken-hearted 
Sinner, climbing up to his cham- 
ber, bends his Knee, but can only 


/utter his wailing in the language 


the 


of sighs and tears. Lo! that groan 
has made all the harps of Heaven 
thrill with music; that tear has 
been caught by God, and put into 
lachrymatory of 


| be perpetually preserved. The sup- 


fetters of | 
false | *“ ‘ , 
practices of -his forebears. He im- | diamonds of Heaven; sighs are a 
| part 
said: | 
“...aS for me and my house, we: 


| pliant, 
the Sacred Word from his secre- | P 


tary, Shaphan, he did not listen | 


whose fears prevent his 
words, will be well understood by 
the Most High. He may only shed 
one hasty tear; but “prayer is the 
falling of a tear.’ Tears are the 


of the music of Jehovah's 
throne; for though prayers be 


“The simplest form of speech 


told King Josiah: “...all that was | 


they that hear the word of God, | 
The 


The Bible says: “...To him that. 


That infant lips can try”; 


so are they likewise the 


. 


“Sublimest strains that reach 


majesty on high.” 


Let me dilate on this thought a 
moment. Prayers are noticed in 
Heaven. Oh! I know what is the 


' case with many of you. You think, 


’ 
’ 


And once again we hear the! 


“Tf I turn to God, if I seek Him, 


surely I am so inconsiderable a/| 


being, so guilty and vile, that it 
cannot be imagined He would take 
any notice of me.’ My friends, 
harbor no such heathenish ideas. 


- Our God is no god who sits in one 


‘...Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, . 
and do not the things which I. 


perpetual dream; nor doth 
clothe Himself in such thick dark- 


'ness that He cannot see; He is not 


We, as Christians, profess to be- | 
lieve this Book to be a message | j,,, 
from Almighty God. It is high time | 
into practice | 
that which we proclaim to believe! | 


Going Louth this Winter? 


’ 
’ 


8 ee 


like Baal who heareth not. True, 
may not regard battles; He 
cares not for the pomp and pa- 


geantry of kings; He listens not to} 


the swell of martial music; He re- 
gards not the triumph and the 
pride of man; but wherever there 
is a heart big with sorrow, where- 
ever there is an eye suffused with 
tears, wherever there is a lip 
quivering with agony, wherever 
there is a deep groan, or a peni- 
tential sigh, the ear of Jehovah 
is wide open; He marks it down 
in the registry of His memory; He 
puts our prayers, like rose leaves, 
between the pages of His book of 
remembrance, and when the vol- 
ume is opened at last there shall 
be a precious fragrance springing 
up therefrom. 

Oh! poor sinner, of the blackest 
and vilest character, thy prayers 
are heard, and even now . God 


Heaven, to} 


He | 


en — 


ee 


hath said of thee, “Behold, he 
prayeth.” Where was it? In a 
barn? Where was it? In the 


closet? Was it at thy bedside this 
morning, or in this hall? Art thou 
now glancing thine eye to Heav- 
en? Speak, poor heart; did I hear 
thy lips just now mutter out, “God 
have mercy upon me, a sinner’? 
I tell) thee, sinner, there is one 


| thing which doth outstrip the tele- 


graph. You know we can now 
send a message and receive an an- 
swer in a few moments; but I read 
of something in the Bible ore 
swift than the electric fluid. ™Be- 
fore they call I will answer, and 
while they speaking I will 
hear.” So, then, poor sinner, thou 
art noticed; yea, thou art heard 
by Him that sitteth on the throne. 


are 


the announce- 
a fact joyous to Heaven. 
prefaced with “Be- 
hold,” doubtless our Saviour 
Himself regarded it with joy. Once 
only do we read of a smile resting 


Again, this was 
ment ol 
Mur text is 


ior 


upon the countenance of Jesus, 
when, lifting up his eye to Heav- 
en, he exclaimed, “I thank thee, 
© Father, Lord of Heaven and 
arth, because thou hast hid the: 

things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unio 
babes: even so, Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.” The 


shepherd of our souls rejoices in 
vision of His sheep securely 
folded, He triumphs in spirit when 
wanderer home. 

I conceive that He spo! 

ords to Ananias, one of thi 
smiles of Paradise must 
“Behold,” I 

my enemy, 
my persecutor, even 
now he is bending the knee at my 
“Behold, he prayeth.” 
Jesus Himself led the song, rejoic- 
| the new convert with 
singing. Jesus Christ was glad, 
and rejoiced more over that lost 
sheep than over ninety and nine 
that went not astray. And angels 
rejoiced too. Why, when one of 
God's is born, angels stand 
around His cradle. He grows up, 
‘and runs into sin: angels follow 
him, tracking him all his way; 
| they gaze with sorrow upon his 
‘many wanderings; the fair Peri 
drops a tear whene’re that loved 
'one sins. Presently the man is 
‘brought under the sound of the 
| gospel. The angel says, “Behold, he 
begins to hear.” He waits a little 
while, the word sinks into his 
heart, a tear runs down his cheek, 
and at last he cries from his in- 
‘most soul, “God have mercy upon 
ime!” See! the angel claps his 
wings, up he flies to Heaven and 
“Brethren angels, list to me, 
‘Behold, he prayeth.’” Then they 
‘set Heaven’s bells ringing; they 
have a jubilee in Glory; again they 
‘shout with gladsome voices, for 
‘verily I tell you, “there is joy 
in heaven among the angels of God 
‘over one sinner that repenteth,” 
They watch us till we pray, and 
'when we pray, they say, “Behold, 
he prayeth.” 
| Moreover, my dear friends, there 
| may be other spirits in Heaven 
that rejoice besides the angeis. 
Those persons are our friends who 
‘have gone before us. I have not 
: nany relations in Heaven, but I 
‘have one whom I dearly love, who, 
'I doubt not, often prayed for me, 
for she nursed me when I was @ 
child and brought me up during 
part of my infancy, and now she 
sits before the throne in glory: 
suddenly snatched away. I fancy 
she looked upon her darling grand- 
son, and she saw him in the ways 
of sin, and vice, and folly. But ah! 
that moment when, by sovereign 
grace, I was constrained to pray, 
when all alone I bent my_knee and 
wrestled, methinks I see her as 
she said, “Behold, he prayeth; be- 
hold, he prayeth.” Oh! I can pic- 
ture her countenance. She seemed 
to have two heavens for a mo- 
ment, a double bliss, a heaven in 
me as well as in herself—-when she 
could say, “Behold, he prayeth.” 

Ah! young man, there is your 
\mother walking the golden streets. 
' She is looking down upon you this 
| hour. She nursed you; on her 
' breast you lay when but a child, 
and she consecrated you to Jesus 
Christ. From Heaven, she has 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Paul’s First Prayer 


(Continued from page 5) 


been watching you with that in- 
tense anxiety which is compatible 
with happiness; this morning she 
is looking upon you. What sayest 
thou, young man? Does Christ by 
His Spirit say in thine’ heart, 
“Come unto me’? Dost thou drop 
the tear of repentance? Methinks 
I see thy mother as she cries, “Be- 
hold, he prayeth.’”” Once more she 
bends before the throne of God 
and says, “I thank thee, O thou 
ever gracious One, that he who 
was my child on earth, has now 
become thy child in hight.” 


3ut, if there is one in Heaven 
who has more joy than another 
over the conversion of a sinner, 
it is a minister, one of God’s true 
ministers. O, my hearers, ye little 


‘think how God's true ministers do 


Jove your souls. Perhaps ye think 
it is easy work to stand here and 
preach to you. God knows, if that 
were all, it were easy work; but 
when we think that when we 
speak” to you, your salvation or 
damnation, in some measure, de- 
pends upon what we say—when we 


reflect that if we are unfaithful 
watchmen, your blood will God 
require at our hands—O, good 


God! when I reflect that I have 
preached to thousands in my life- 
time, many thousands, and have 
perhaps said many things I ought 
not to have said, it startles me, it 
makes me shake and tremble. 


Luther said he could face his 
enemies, but could not go up his 
pulpit stairs without his knees 
knocking together. Preaching 1s 
not child’s play; it is not a thing 
to be done without labor and anxi- 
ety; it is solemn work; it is awful 
work, if you view it in its relation 
to eternity’ Ah! how God’s minis- 
ter prays for you! If you might 
have listened under the eaves of 
his chamber window, you would 
have heard him groaning every 
Sunday night over his sermons be- 
cause he had not spoken. with 
more effect; you would have heard 
him pleading with God, “Who hath 
believed our report? To whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed?” 
Ah, when he observes you from 
his rest in Heaven—when he sees 
you praying, how will he clap his 
hands and say, “Behold the child 
thou hast given me! behold, he 


prays.” 


I am sure when we see one 
brought to know the Lord, we feel 
very much like one who has saved 
a fellow-creature from being 
drowned. There is a poor man in 
the flood; he is going down, he is 
sinking, he must be drowned; but 
I spring in, grasp him firmly, lift 
him on the shore, and lay him on 
the ground; the physician comes; 
he looks at him, he puts his hand 
upon him, and says, “I am afraid 
he is dead.” We apply all the 
means in our power, we do what 
we can to restore life. I feel that 
I have been that man’s deliverer, 
and oh, how I stoop down and put 
my ear beside his mouth! At last 
I say, “He breathes! He breathes!”’ 
What pleasure there is in that 
thought! He breathes; there is 
life still. So when we find a man 
praying, we shout—he breathes; 
he is not dead, he is alive; for 
while a man prays he is not dead 
in trespasses and sins, but is 
prought to life, is quickened by the 
power of the Spirit. “Behold, he 
prayeth.” This was joyful news 
in Heaven, as well as being noticed 
‘by God. 

Then, in the next place, this 
was an event most astonishing to 
men. Ananias tifted up both his 
hands in amazement. “O my Lord, 
I should have thought anybody 
would pray but that man! Is it 
possible?"’ I do not know how it is 
with other ministers, but some- 
times I look upon such-and-such 
individuals in the congregation, 
and I say, “Well, they are very 
hopeful; I think I shall have them. 
I trust there is a work going on, 
and hope soon to hear them tell 
what the Lord has done for their 
souls.”” Soon, perhaps, I see noth- 
ing of them, and miss them alto- 
gether; but instead thereof, my 
good Master sends me one of 
whom I had no hope—an outcast, 
a ‘drunkard, a reprobate, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace. 
Then I lift up my hands in aston- 


“I should have 
of anybody rather than 


ishment, thinking, 
thought 
you,” 

I remember aé_e circumstance 
which occurred a little while ago. 
There was a poor man about sixty 
years old; he had been a rough 
sailor, one of the worst men in the 
village; it was his custom to drink, 
and he seemed to be delighted 
when he was cursing and swear- 
ing. He came into the chapel, how- 
ever, one Lord’s day, when one 
nearly related to me was preach- 
ing from the text concerning Je- 
sus weeping over Jerusalem. And 
the poor man thought, “What! did 
Jesus Christ ever weep over such 
a wretch as I am?” He thought he 
was too bad for Christ to care for 
him. At last he came to the min- 
ister, and said, “Sir, sixty years 
have I been sailing under the 
standard of the Devil; it is time 
I should have a new owner; I 
want to scuttle the old ship and 
sink her altogether! then I shall 
have a new one, and I shall sail 
under the colors of Prince Im- 
manuel,”’ Ever since that moment 
that man has been a praying 
character, walking before God in 
all sincerity. Yet, he was the very 
last man you would have thought 
of. Somehow God does choose the 
last men; He does not care for the 
diamond, but He picks up the peb- 
ble-stones, for He is able, out of 
“stones, to raise up children unto 
Abraham.” God is more wise than 
the chemist: He not only refines 
gold, but He transmutes base met- 
al into precious jewels; He takes 
the filthiest and the vilest, and 
fashions them into glorious beings, 
makes them saints, whereas they 
have been sinners, and sanctifies 
them, whereas they have been un- 
holy. 

The conversion of Saul was a 
strange thing; but, beloved, was 
it stranger than that you and I 
should have been Christians? Let 
me ask you if anybody had told 
you, a few years ago, that you 
would belong to a church and be 
numbered with the children of 
God what would you have said? 
“Stuff and nonsense! I am not one 
of your canting Methodists; I am 
not going to have any religion; I 
love to think and do as I like.” 
Did not you and I say so? and how 
on earth did we get here? When 
we look at the change that has 
passed over us, it appears like a 
dream. God has left many in our 
families who were better than 
we were, and why has He chosen 
us? Oh! is it not strange? Might 
we not lift up our hands in aston- 
ishment, as Ananias did, and say, 
“Behold, behold, behold: it is a 
miracle on earth, a wonder in 
heaven’? 

The last thing I have to say 
here is this—-this fact was a nov- 
elty to Saul himself. “Behold, he 
prayeth.” What is there novel in 
that? Saul used to go up to the 
temple twice a day, at the hour 
of prayer. If you could have ac- 
companied him, you would have 
heard him speak beautifully, in 
words like these: “Lord, I thank 
Thee I am not as other men are; 
I am not an extortioner, nor a 
publican; I fast twice in the week, 
and give tithes of ail I possess;” 
and so on. Oh! you might have 
found him pouring out a [fine ora- 
tion before the throne of God. And 
yet it saith, “Behold, he prayeth.” 
What! had he never prayed be- 
fore? No, never. All he had ever 
done before went for nothing; it 
was not prayer. 


I have heard of an old gentle- 
man, who was taught when a child 
to pray, “‘Pray God bless my fath- 
er and mother,” and he kept on 
praying the same thing for seven- 
ty years, when his parents were 
both dead. After that it pleased 
God, in His infinite mercy, to 
touch his heart, and he was led to 
see that notwithstanding his con- 
stancy to his forms, he had not 
been praying at all; he often said 
his prayers, but never prayed. 


So it was with Saul. He had 
pronounced his magniloquent ora- 
tions, but they were all good-for- 
nothing. He had prayed his long 
prayers for a pretence; it had ail 
been a failure. Now comes a true 
petition, and it is said, “Behold, he 


prayeth.” Do you see that man 
trying to obtain a hearing from 
his Maker? How he stands! He 
speaks Latin and blank verse be- 
fore the Almighty’s throne; but 
God sits in calm indiffgrence, -pay- 
ing no attention. Then the man 
tries a different style; procures a 
book, and bending his knee again, 
prays in a delightful form the 
best old prayer that could ever 
be put together; but the Most 
High disregards his empty for- 
malities, At last the poor creature 
throws the book away, forgets his 
blank verse, and says, “O Lord, 
hear, for Christ’s sake.” ‘Hear 
him,” says God, “I have heard 
him.” There is the mercy thou 
hast sought. 


One hearty prayer is better than 
ten thousand forms. One prayer 
coming from the soul is better 
than a myriad cold readings. As 
for prayers that spring from the 
mouth and head only, God ab- 
hors them; He loves those that 
come deep from the heart. Per- 
haps I should be impudent if I 
were to say that there are hun- 
dreds here this morning who never 
prayed once in their lives. There 
are some of you who never did. 
There is one young man over 
there, who told his parents when 
he left them, that he should al- 
ways go through his form of 
prayer every morning and night. 
But he is ashamed, and he has 
left it off. Well, young man, what 
will you do when you come to 
die? Will you have “the watch 
word at the gates of death’? 
Will you “enter Heaven . by 
prayer’? No, you will not; you 
will be driven from His presence, 
and be cast away. 


Il. An Argument 


Secondly, we have here an argu- 
ment. “For behold the prayeth.”’ 
It was an argument, first of all, 
for Ananias’ safety. Poor Ananias 
was afraid to go to Saul: he 
thought it was very much like 
stepping into a lion’s den. “If I 
go to his house,” he thought, “the 
moment he sees me, he will take 
me to Jerusalem at once, for 
am one of Christ’s disciples; I 
dare not go.” God says, “Behold, 
he prayeth.” “Well,” says Ana- 
nias, “that is enough for me. If 
he is a praying man, he will not 
hurt me; if he is a man of real 
devotion, I am safe.” 


prayer in them. But whenever you 
find a really praying man, trust 
him with untold gold, for if he 
really prays, you need not be 
afraid of him. He who communes 
with God in secret, may be trusted 


in public. I always feel safe with | 


a man who is a Visitor at the 
mercy-seat. 

I have heard an anecdote of two 
gentlemen traveling together 
somewhere in Switzerland. Pres- 
ently they came into the midst of 


the forests; and you know the 
gloomy tales the people tell about 
the inns there, how dangerous it 
is to lodge in them. One of them 
an infidel, said to the other who 
was a Christian, “I don’t like stop- 
ping here at all; it is very dan- 
gerous indeed.” 

“Well,” said the other, “let us 
try.” 

So they went into a house; but 
it looked so suspicious that neither 


(Continued on page 7) 
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hold, he is a chosen vessel.’ I}rise in the morning your business} {thet God remembers His own, 


it there. I cannot help it. I am}cause we have not more prayer. 
only a serving man, and I tell you|Sirs, I have no opinion of the 
the message from above. If I were} churches of the present day that 
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The Young Man 


(Continued from page 1) 
loved had declared, “Wine 
mocker, drink is 
and whosoever is deceived there- 
by is not wise” (Prov. 20:1). Dan- 


is a 


.* . war 
STtro 4 


posed in his ‘heart that he would 
not defile himself with the King’s 
meat nor with the wine which he 
drank. Daniel a young man 
who made up his mind! 
What does God ask of a 
sinner? He asks the clear-cut de- 
cision. He said through Joshua, 
“Choose vou this day whom ye 
will serve” 


Was 


los! 


a) 


said to the people on Mount Car- | ! 
hope some day to have peace with 


mel, “How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the Lord be God, 


follow him: but if Baal, then_fol- | 


low thhim” (I Kings 18:21). 
The prodigal son in his great 
decision said. “I will arise and go 


to my father, and say unto him, | 
come 


against 
vt And 


Father, I have sinned 
heaven and before thee. . 


raging: | 


arose and came to his father. 
When sinners turned away from 
Jesus, unconverted, unrepentant, 


. “é ™ 7 

He said sadly, “Ye will not come 
iel faced his problem, came to an | 
out-and-out decision! Daniel pur- | 


unto me that ye might have life.” 
What Jesus Christ asked of every 


‘sinner is an out-and-out decision. 


| Will you turn from sin? Will you 


(Joshua 24:15). Elijah | 


‘put your trust in Jesus Christ? 
'Do you here and now come to Him 
for mercy and forgiveness, ac- 


cepting Him, claiming Him, sur- 


rendering to Him? 
I suppose that there are few 


‘souls in Hell who did not intend 


to go to Heaven. I suppose there 
are few men who live who do not 


God. But they wavered, they hesi- 


tated, they feared the cost, they 
were reluctant to give up sin; 
they dallied and they are now in 


'Hell! May God give the reader 


to make up his mind, to 
to this same holy resolve 
er than the decision which faced 


grace 


the decision was genuine for he! Paul, the Pharisee, who suffered 


Paul’s First Prayer ; 


( Continued from page 7) 
we should so speak to you as to 
make you trust in your own 
strength; while, on the other hand, 
we tremble lest we should luil 
‘you into the sleep of sloth and 
security. I believe most of us feel 
some difficulty as to the most 
fit manner to preach to you—not 
that we doubt but 
pel is to be preached but our 
desire is so to do it, that we may 
win your souls. I feel like a watch- 
man, who, while guarding a city, 
is oppressed with sleep; how ear- 


nestly does he strive to arouse 
himself, while infirmity would 
overcome him. The remembrance 


of his responsibility bestirs him. 
His is no lack of will, but of pow- 
er; and so I hope all the watch- 
men of the Lord are anxious to 
be faithful, while, at the same 
time, they know their imperfec- 
tion. 

Truly, the minister of Christ 
will feel like the old keeper of 
Eddystone lighthouse; life was 
failing fast, but, summoning all 
his strength, he crept round once 
more to trim the lights before 
he died. O may the Holy Spirit 
enable us to keep the beacon-fire 
blazing, to warn you of the rocks, 
shoals, and quicksands, which 
surround you, and may we ever 
guide you to Jesus, and not to 
free-will or creature merit. If my 
friends knew how anxiously I 
have sought divine direction in the 
important matter of preaching to 
Sinners, they would not feel as 
some of them do, when they fancy 
I address them wrongly. I want 
to do as God bids me, and if He 
tells me to speak to the dry bones 
and they shall live, I must do it, 
even if it does not please others: 
otherwise I should be condemned 
in my own conscience, and con- 
demned of God. 

Now, with all the solemnity that 
man can summon, let me say that 
a prayerless soul is a Christless 
soul. As the Lord liveth, you who 
never prayed are without God, 
without hope, and strangers from 
the commonweath of Israel. You 
who never know what a groan 
is, or a falling tear, are destitute 
of vital godliness. Let me ask you, 
Sirs, whether you have ever 
thought in what an awful state 
you are? You are far from God. 
and therefore God is angry with 
you; for “God is angry with the 
wicked every day.’ O, sinner! 
lift thine eyes and behold the 
frowning countenance of God, for 
He is angry with you. And I be- 
seech you, aS you love yourselves, 
just for one moment contemplate 
what will become of you, if liv- 
ing as you are, ye should at last 
die without prayer. Don’t think 
that one prayer on your death- 
bed will save you. Deathbed prayer 
is a deathbed farce generally, and 
passes for nothing; it is a coin 
that will not ring in Heaven, but 
is stamped by hypocrisy, and made 
of base metal. Take heed, sirs. 

Let me ask you, if you have 
mever prayed, what will you do? 
It were a good thing for you, if 
death were an eternal sleep; but 
it is not. If you find yourself in 
Hell, oh, the racks and pains! 
But I will not harrow up your feel- 
ings by attempting to describe 
them. May God grant you never 


that the Gos-| 


j 


may feel the torments of the lost. 
Only conceive that poor wretch 
in the flames who is saying, ‘“O 
for one drop of water, to cool my 
parched tongue!” See how his 
tongue hangs from between his 
blistered lips! how it excoriates 
and burns the roof of his mouth, as 
if it were a firebrand. Behold him 


‘erying for a drop of water. I will 


not picture the scene. Suffice it 
for me to close up by saying, 
that the hell of hells will be to 
thee, poor sinner, the thought that 
it is to be forever. Thou wilt look 
up there on the throne of God, and 
it shall be written ‘forever!’ 
When the damned jingle the burn- 
ing irons of their torments, they 


shall say ‘“forever!”” When they 
howl, echo cries “forever!” 
“*Rorever is written on their 
racks, 

‘Forever’ on their chains; 
‘Forever burneth in the fire, 

‘Forever’ ever reigns.” 

Doleful thought! “If I could 


but get out, then I should be hap- 
py. If there were a hope of de- 
liverance, then I might be peace- 
ful; but I am here forever!” Sirs, 
if ye would escape eternal tor- 
ments, if ye would be found 
amongst the numbers of the bless- 
ed, the road to Heaven can only 
be found by prayer—by prayer 
to Jesus, by prayer for the Spirit, 
by supplication at His mercy seat. 
“Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye 
die, O house of Israel? As I live, 
saith the Lord, I have no plea- 
sure in the death of him that 
dieth, but had rather that he 
should turn unto me and live.” 
“The Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion.” Let us go unto Him 
and say, “He shall heal our back- 
slidings, he shall love us freely and 
forgive us graciously, for his Son’s 
name’s sake.”’ Oh! if I may but win 
one soul today, I will go home con- 
tented. If I may but gain twenty, 
then I will rejoice. The more I 
have, the more crowns I shall 
wear. Wear! No, I will take them 
all at once, and cast them at Je- 
sus’ feet, and say, “Not unto me, 
but unto thy name be all the glory, 
forever.” 


“Prayer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to 
give; 
Long as they live, should Chris- 
tians pray, 
For only while they pray, they 
live. 


And wilt thou still in silence lie, 

When Christ stands waiting for 
thy prayer? 

My soul, thou hast a friend on 


high, 
Arise, and try thine interest 
there. 
This prayer supports the soul 


that’s weak 
Though thought be broken, lan- 
guage lame; 
Pray, if thou canst, or canst not 
speak, 
And pray with faith in Jesus’ 
name.” 


(From the book, SPURGEON’S SER- 
MONS, Volume I, published by Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. This book may be ordered from 
The Sword of the Lerd Publishers, 


Wheaton, Illinois. Price $2.95.) 


that Daniel had 
young heart! 
Now let us consider the noble 


decision Which Daniel made. 


in his strong, 


I. Daniel’s Decision Was a 
Hard One 


I suppose that Daniel was in 
his late teens, though he may 
have been past twenty.’ He had 
been selected for a brilliant mind, 
for fine character, studiousness, 
and good family. The great king 
Nebuchadnezzar, now ruling the 
whole known world, wanted to 
train young men to be governors 
of provinces, princes and rulers 
over the nations under his com- 
mand. We suppose that Daniel’s 
father and mother were dead; no 
mention was made of them in the 
book of Daniel. There was no 
priest, no prophet of Israel to en- 
courage him to do right. He was 
a stranger, a foreigner, an alien. 
And suddenly the is challenged to 
break with the training of his 
boyhood, break with the morali- 
ties and virtues he had been 
taught from babyhood. He was 
urged to compromise convictions, 
to eat the king’s meat and drink 
the king’s wine, and prepare to 
take a place as a heathen ruler 
in a heathen empire! 


Who will advise him? Not a 
priest of Israel is present. Not a 
prophet of God. Not to yield 
seems to threaten his entire 


career, possibly even his life! Not 
to yield in these that might seem 
minor matters, will make him 
subject to the ridicule of his 
friends and companions, a speck- 
led bird, a fanatic. Yes, it is a 
hard decision that Daniel made 
when he purposed in his heart not 
to eat the king’s meat, not to de- 
file himself with the king’s wine, 
not to go along with the worldly 
plans for his own career. 

But was it any harder than the 
decision of Joseph when he chose 
disgrace and jail rather than to 
Sin with Potiphar’s wife in Egypt? 
Was it any harder than the de- 
cision that faced Moses when he 
refused to be counted the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, forsook 
Egypt, forsook Pharaoh’s house- 
hold, and identified himself with 
a race of slaves? Was it any hard- 
er than the decision which faced 
the three Hebrew children,- his 
companions, when they were 
threatened with the fiery furnace 
if they did not bow to the great 
image set up by Nebuchadnezzar 
in the plain of Dura? Was it any 
harder than the decision of the 
apostles who, one by one, forsook 
boats, nets, ships, the tax collec- 
tor’s office, fathers, mothers, 
loved ones, business, careers, all 


the loss of all things, and counted 
them but dung, became the off- 
scouring of the world and faced 
prison, stonings, beatings, and the 
headman’s axe, to be a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ? You see, 
men who serve God always have 
had hard decisions to make! 


And so it ought to be! Why 
would God want any service that 
did not cost his servant some- 
thing? Who wants a bride who 
does not forsake father and moth- 
er and other lovers? What gov- 
ernment wants a soldier who does 
not disavow all allegiance to every 
foreign power and ruler? What 
virtue is there in preaching the 
Gospel if there is no reproach of 
Christ? What merit is there in 
serving the Lord Jesus if one 
never suffers the loss of a friend, 
nor loses a dollar, nor misses a 
meal, nor has a heartache for 
Jesus’ sake? 

Would you choose to join that 
holy train of martyrs and pro- 
phets, missionaries and soul win- 
ners who have best served God 


through the centuries and have 
turned a multitude of souls to 


Christ? Then prepare for poverty, 
for the Lord Jesus had not where 
to lay his head. Paul was in fast- 
ings often, and laboured with his 
own hahds to provide bread. Pre- 
pare for misunderstanding, for 
those who really follow Christ 
must love Him so much that all 
other loves for father, mother, 
brethren, and houses and land 
seem but hates! Prepare for per- 
secution” for “all that wlil live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” (II Tim. 3:12). 

Yes, it was a hard decision 
which -Daniel made, but no man 
ever served God acceptably who 
did not make such a decision. 

Some young person hesitates to 
decide for Christ and Heaven, “My 
friends will laugh at me,” he says. 
“But I want to have a good time! 
I can’t give up all the fun in life 
to be a Christian,” says another. 
Must one give up this sin or that? 
Iknew a man who wanted to be 
saved and hold on to his drink. A 
woman living in shameful sin de- 
clared she could not give up her 
paramour. People Want an easy 
way to Christ, with no change in 
heart and no change in life. But 
the Scripture declares, “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon” (Isa. 55:7). 

Men ought never to do right 
because it is easy. Young people 
must never think that it is a light 
matter to turn to Christ. For one 


to follow Jesus? Was it any hard- 


who turns to Jesus Christ turns 
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from sin. One who trusts Christ 
for salvation repents of sin and 
turns his heart ‘away from sin and 
toward God. The prodigal son had 
to leave the hogpen to start for 
home. 

Because the decision is hard is 
no excuse for honest. people. One 
ought to do right, whether it be 
easy or not. Back in the depres- 
sion days someone excused girls 
who had sold their bodies for hire 
and became prostitutes. “What 
could you expect of a girl who 
only got $12 a week?” he asked. 
But Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. property 
answered, “I would expect ‘her to 
do right if she starved!” It is true 
that none of us want to help along 
temptation and decent people 
want to protect youth. But the 
girl who will stay pure only if she 
gets enough money otherwise has 
no real virtue in her heart. The 
man who will stay honest only be- 
cause he does not need more 
money, deserves no credit for such 
a pseudo-honesty. People ought to 
decide for God and right, if it 
means hunger, if it means the loss 
of friends, if it means persecu- 
tion, if it means burning at the 
stake! Any honest decision which 
is out-and-out for God and Christ. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Page Nine 


The Young Man 


(Continued from page 8) 


and righteousness is an important 
decision, and in some ways a hard 
decision. 

Sometimes people think it will 
be easier to do right when they 
marry, or when they get out of 
school. A man thinks it will be 
easier to give attention to right- 
eousness and God when he has 
made his money. A college girl 
who danced but knew that danc- 
jng had led to many a girl’s ruin 
told me that she expected to dance 
until she was ready to marry. 
Then she would marry a good 
man, she would nevér tell any- 
body she had danced, and when 
she’ had a daughter, she would 
never allow the daughter to 
dance. She imagined that doing 
right would be easy after a while. 
But it never is. 

Daniel faced the decision when 
it was hard. He made up his mind 
to do right, though the had no 
(priest or prophet to encourage 
him. He decided to do right, 
though it might ruin the prospect 
of a career. He decided to do right 
though he might thus offend the 
king and might be punished. 
Thank God for young people who 
are clear-eyed, honest-hearted, 
who decide to do right because it 
is right, and whether it is easy 
or hard, they purpose in their 
hearts and do right, let it. cost 
what it may! 


II, Daniel’s Decision Was a 


problem of what is right, a prob- 
lem of what God would want me 
to do. 


It was a heart decision when 
the prodigal son looked about him 
in the hogpen, disgusted with his 
sin and his wages, conscience- 
stricken over his failure, heart- 
sick for home and his father! He 
said, “I will arise and go to my 
father.” He did not mean, “I be- 
lieve it will be wise to go home. I 
will ‘have more to eat. I can have 
some new clothes.” No, primarily 
it was, “I have sinned against 
heaven! I have wronged my fath- 
er. I have been a fool. I am 
ashamed of my sin, but I will con- 
fess it and forsake it!” 


When a sinner turns to Christ it 
is not primarily a decision to join 
a church, to live better. Primarily 
it is a heart decision to hate sin 
and love righteousness, to trust 
in Jesus Christ and claim Him as 
Saviour and live for Him. Oh, how 
we need people to make the right 
decisions on the heart basis! 


That rich man whose ground 
brought forth as plentifully, as 
described by the Saviour in Luke, 
chapter 12, decided things with- 
out regard to right and wrong, 
without regard to God and Sa- 
tan, and ignoring Heaven and 
Hell, death and judgment! He 
thought in terms of bigger crops, 
more barns, money in the bank, 


And God said to him, ‘Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee” (Luke 12:20). You 
see, a man who decides great 
questions on the head basis alone 
is a fool. 


Not so was Daniel. He settled 
the question of what he would eat 
or drink, whether he would sell 
out or stand true on a heart basis. 
No one can ever settle the ques- 
tions that Daniel settled; ques- 
tions of purity, of the course of 
your whole life, of your loves and 
hates, your friends, your enemies, 
and Christ or Satan, and settle 
them right, until those choices are 
based upon what you ought to 
love and what you ought to 
hate: what you ought to accept 
and what you ought to reject. No 
wonder that God’s holy Word says, 
“Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence, for out of it are the issues 
life.’ The great decisions that 
mean Heaven or Hell, that mean 
spiritual success or failure, come 
from the heart. Oh, then, make 
your heart choices right! Daniel 
purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the 
king’s meat nor with the wine 
which he drank. 


Ill. A Decision For Purity 


What was this noble decision 
by Daniel? He would not defile 
himself! Down in his innermost 
soul, he resolved before God to 
keep himself pure. He would not 
be defiled ceremonially by the 
king’s food which did not meet 
the dietary laws for Jews, given 


write of Sir Galahad, ‘His strength 
was as the strength of ten be- 
cause his heart was pure.” Time 
was when personal purity was 
counted a woman’s greatest vir- 
tue and greatest treasure. Now 
worldlings mock at the young man 
who, like Joseph of old, flees from 
sex temptation and maintains his 
innocence and purity. A mature 
man who has lived in the fear of 
God, who has walked before ‘the 
Lord with a good conscience 
through the years and so kept his 
body as a sanctified vessel, the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, is 
counted ludicrous and naive. The 
young man who maintains his 
Christian standard may be count- 
ed a sissy, may be charged with 
being “tied to his mother’s apron 
strings.” 

And young women these days 
find the pressure of temptation 
nearly as great as do young men 
The modern tendency is that girls 


and women should smoke and 
drink and curse, sins that once 
were reserved only for men. In 


many circles the girl who does 
not dance and will not neck is 
counted an oddity, a prude. 


Well, there is just as much need 
for purity as ever there was. The 
body was made m the image of 
God. A Christian’s body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. To de- 
file that body is a sin, and we 
are told, “He that defileth the 
temple of God, him will God de- 
stroy, for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are.” God 
has not changed His laws of sow- 


alcoholic liquor. I believe that 
men and women, boys and girls, 
ought to take such vows today. 
I believe such vows ought to be 
proposed in church and in school 
and in homes, and that godly peo- 
ple ought to so dedicate their bo- 


dies to the service of Christ and 
to purity and holiness for His 


sake, as to live like Daniel. 
Daniel’s vow was for purity. If 
young people who read this ser- 
mon today would be like Daniel, 
they will take holy vows to give 
up the lewd commercial picture 
show, to abstain from the promis- 
cuous necking and petting so com- 
mon and so hurtful among world- 
lings. They will take holy vows 
never to touch liquor, vows to ab- 
stain from the ballroom dance, 
vows to avoid enslaving and de- 
filing habits. If it was right for 
Daniel to make that kind of a 
vow, it is right for me and you. 


IV. A Decision For a Lifetime 

The greatest decisions of life 
are made in youth. This lad Dan- 
lel made a decision that set the 
course and pattern for his whole 
life. 

We are told that George Wash- 
ington when a child cut down a 
cherry tree with his new hatchet, 
but then because of a certain in- 
tegrity, certain heart decisions he 
had already made, the child said, 
“I cannot tell a lie. I cut it down 
with my hatchet.” The boy who 
had decided the could not tell a 
lie could be trusted in the trials 
and testings and temptations of 
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me that you have lived clean.” 

The young man went to South 
America, earned big wages. In a 
country Where liquor flowed 
freely, Where gambling was wide- 
spread, and where a lonely young 
man might be tempted to forget 
home and mother and the wife 
who would one day trust him, 
young Robert+G. Lee earned his 
big wages, saved him money, and 
at last came home to the States 
to finish his education. He went 
to see his mother. He said, ‘‘Moth- 
er, put your hands on my shoul- 
ders again. Look into my eyes, 
Mother. I never tasted liquor. I 
never gambled a dollar. I never 
touched a woman.” And the moth- 

* looked into his eyes and knew 
that it was so! 

I would not dare trust to some 
holy mission, in some crisis when 
men’s souls are tried, the man 
who did not sometime in his youth 
solemnly make holy vows that he 
would stay true, that he would be 
pure, that he would not defile 
himself! 

Holy vows of purity! Years ago 
the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union taught young women 
to make this vow: “The lips that 
touch liquor shall never touch 
mine.” How many girls were Kept 
from heartache and broken homes 
by that vow! 

Once it was popular for godly 
young men to sign a solemn vow, 
a pledge of total abstinence from 
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God calling him for the ministry? 
tad God laid His hand upon him? 
The lad felt that God was speax- 
ing to him, He came forward, 
my suggestion, to make it known 
publicly that he was surrendering 
to the ministry. 

I was freshly graduated phen 
Baylor University, and on my belt 
buckle was a big B. That twelve- 
vear-old lad made a solemn vow 
that he would go to Baylor Uni- 
versity, that he would preach the 
Gospel. When he was seventeen, 
he entered Baylor University. A 
little later he was ordained to 
preach. He took his Ph.D. degree 
in the Southern Baptist Seminary. 
He did a blessed work as a soul- 
Winning pastor in Oklahoma. The 
lad with she glowing eyes and 
burning heart followed Dr. George 


W. Truett as pastor in what is 
often called the largest church in 
the world. He is Dr. W. A. Cris- 
well. The twelve-year-old boy 
made a decision that settled the 


course of his whole life. 

So it was with Daniel. Surely 
he would have trembled had he 
known that all his future useful- 
ness depended on that short hour 
when he decided, purposed in his 
heast, that he would not defile 
himself with the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank, 

He has dedicated himself to 
God. Soon his decision will be put 


(Continued on page 10) 
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to the test. Can he tell the dream 
of King Nebuchadnezzar, now for- 
gotten? Can he interpret to the 
king this message from God? All 
that Was really settled when Dan- 
jel purposed in his heart to dedi- 
cate himself to God, to save him- 
self from defilement for Jehovah. 

One day Belshazzar the king, 
(co-ruler with Nabonidus, his 
father, absent on a campaign), 
made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords. He drank wine in the 
wolden vessels taken from the 
temple of God at Jerusalem and 
praised the gods of wood and 
stone. During this blasphemous 
party, the fingers of a man’s hand 
appeared out of nothingness and 
wrote on the plaster of the palace 
words which interpreted would 
mean, “God hath numbered thy 
kingdom and finished it. Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting. Thy kingdom is 


divided. and given to the Medes} 
and Persians.”’ 
Who would face that drunken | 


Belshazzar and tell him God had 
called him to judgment? Who} 
would tell him that the Medes and 
Persians would that night take his 
kingdom? Who would face the 
lords and ladies and concubines 
and harlots and announce to them 
the doom from God? No man 
could do that but the man who, 
long ago, purposed in his heart 
that the would not defile himself, 
and so put himself, once and for- 
ever, on God’s side! Daniel’s holy 
decision was a decision for a life-| 
time. | 

One might think that when, at 
the behest of jealous counsellors, 
presidents and princes, Darius 
passed a law that no one should 
pray to any god or man but to 
the King Darius, on penalty of | 
being cast into the lions’ den, that 
Daniel would have been frightened 
or at least greatly disturbed. One | 
might think that such a crisis | 
would tempt Daniel. But however | 
strange it may seem, it seemed to} 
bring Daniel no fear. The law of | 
the Medes and Persians could not 
be changed. The king, now seeing 
that the law which he signed to 
flatter his own proud heart, had 
been aimed at his trusted prime- 
minister, Daniel, could not change 
it. Daniel must be cast into the 
lions’ den if he broke the law. But 
Daniel had gone three times a day 
kneeling upon his Knees before! 
the open window toward Jeru- 
salem. Daniel did not _ fear 
the king, did not fear’ the 
lions, did _ not fear death. 
When God locked the mouths of 
the lions so they could not ‘harm 
was not surprised. 
You see, all this he had faced long 
years before when as a lad he had 
solemnly purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself 
with the kine’s meat nor with the 
wine which he drank. When Dan- 
i°l made that holy vow in his 
heart, he set the pattern for a 
lifetime. He settled many deci- 
sions. 

I have come face to face with 
many serious decisions in my life 
and ministry. When I gave up 
college teaching to enter the min- 
istry; when I left the pastorate to 
become an evangelist; when I 
gave up-—all salary and promised 
God I would never, never set any 
fee for my services; when I gave 
up my life insurance and entered 
into a daily life of faith for daily 
needs; when I took my stand 
against modernism at a time and 
place when it meant the loss of 
friends of a lifetime; when I set 
out to bring back city-wide union 
revival campaigns to America, 
through long hard years of propa- 
ganda and preaching and teaching 
and praying—these were great de- 
cisions. But in honesty I must say 
that in their germ and essence, 
those decisions were made long 
ago. 

One January day, in the cattle 
country of West Texas, on my 
father’s stock farm, I went out by 
the woodpile, through the pea 
patch, and through the fence and 
down through the “brakes,” and 
under a chapparal bush on bare 
ground that had been my closet 
of prayer before. There I told 
God that I must go to school. I 
promised I would give Him the 
tenth and more, that He could 
have anything and everything 
that I ever had. I promised God 
I would preach the Gospel, or be 
a Gospel singer, or a missionary, 


| I had at fifteen won my first soul, 


| lifetime. So it 


| -_ . . . 
ia lifetime decision. 


or anything else that He wanted 
me to be. I told God that with 
the approximately $9.35 in my 
pocket, I would saddle my sorrel 
horse and ride off to college, 
trusting Him to open the way and 
guide me. 

I did not know then that I 
would be a preachef, but the de- 
cision to preach was not a hard 
decision years later when I, a 
graduate student in the University 
of Chicago, knelt beside a drunk- 
en bum in Pacific Garden Mission 
and won the bum to Christ, and 
then asked ‘God to let me preach. 


I did not know, when a lad in 
West Texas kneeling under a 
chapparel bush, that I would 


preach much on prayer and write 
a book that God would bless to 
thousands of thearts and make a 
Christian best-seller. But I had 
been reading R. A. Torrey’s book 
on How to Pray, and the germ 
of the matter was in my heart. 
And I did not know that I would 
be an evangelist in an age that 
despises evangelists. But already 


and I had set out to give my life 
to soul winning. I know now that 
the great decisions of my life were 
made before I ever saw college, 
before I ever preached a sermon 
or knew that I should preach, be- 
fore I ever wrote a line for print. 
You see, the decisions of youth are 
desperately important, when they 
are real ‘heart decisions. For the 
right kind of decision and vow in 
the heart of youth will last for a 
did with Daniel. 
Daniel’s holy vow and Daniel’s 
rrand decision that he would not 
defile himself with the King’s meat 
nor with the king’s wine, that he 
would be different, that he would 
be true to God—that decision was 


Oh, young man, young woman, 
who reads this, in the dear name 
of Jesus, and for your future hap- 
piness and usefulness, I beg you 
to make the high and holy vows 


you ought to make now, while 
you are young, and make them 
for a lifetime. Take your stand 


now against the defilement of sin, 
against conformity to the world, 
against the kine’s meat and the 
king’s Wine, and the defilement 
of the world! 


V. A Decision That Linked 
Daniel Up With God 


Daniel seemed to face the loss 
of a career, the loss of friends, 
by his decision. Daniel may have 
expected to lose. But actually 
when Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself 
with the king’s meat nor with the 
wine that he drank, and deter- 
mined that ‘the would stay true to 
the God of his fathers, to the 
moral and = spiritual standards 
which he had been taught, Dan- 
iel put himself on God’s side. Bet- 
ter yet, he put God on Daniel’s 
side! And from this time forth, 
there is abundant, ever-recurring 
evidence that God had taken over 
Daniel’s life. God would provide 
for Daniel. God would open doors 
for Daniel. God would protect 
Daniel from wicked men. God 
would reveal His truth to this 
man. When Daniel made that holy 
vow, God made a vow too. Daniel 
would not go back on God, so God 
seems to have made a holy vow 
that He would look after Daniel. 

How would Daniel’s vow turn 
out? Would they allow Daniel to 
arbitrarily set his own standards 
and give his own orders about 
What he should eat and drink? 
Well, that might ‘have been a 
problem except that God had 
stepped in. When Daniel ‘‘request- 
ed of the prince of the eunuchs 
that he might not defile himself,” 
we find that God had already in- 
tervened in the ‘heart of the*eu- 
nuch. For the following verse, 
(Daniel 1:9 says, “Now God had 
brought Daniel into favour and 
tender love with the prince of the 
eunuchs.” So, though the eunuch 
had fears and doubts, he was will- 
ing to give Daniel’s plan a test, 
and the test proved Daniel was 
right. 

Again when King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, in a rage because the astrolo- 
gers and wise men, the magi of 


forgotten dream, nor the meaning, 


Babylon, could not tell him the 


and When the wise men were 
about to be put to death, Daniel 
could well have lost his life. For 


“commanded to destroy all the 
wise men of Babylon.” The decree 
went out far and wide. But Go 
put faith in Daniel’s heart. Dan- 
iel set ‘his three companions pray- 
ing, and “then was the secret re- 
vealed unto Daniel in a night vi- 
sion.” God came to Daniel’s help 
and gave him not: only his life, but 
the exalted position of a prophet 
of God. You see, God had gotten 
on Daniel’s side, when God made 
holy vows that he would be true 
to God. 


Again the Book of Daniel, chap- 
ter 4 tells how Nebuchadnezzar 
had a dream. A great tree grew 
and reached into Heaven. There 
was fruit for food in it, and the 
beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls of heaven 
dwelt in it. But an angel of God 
cried aloud, “Hew down the tree, 
and cut off its branches.” And 
God revealed to Daniel that the 
dream meant God’s judgment on 
proud Nebuchadnezzar. He should 
be for years ‘like a beast, should 
live for seven years like an animal 
eating grass like an ox, until he 
should know “that the most Hich 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to wWhomsoever he will.” 
Daniel took God's side in a youth- 
ful and holy vow; now God takes 
Daniel's side and reveals His truth 
to him. You see, Daniel’s vow 
linked him up with God and with 
God’s power and God’s blessing. 


And when Belshazzar made the 
feast for a thousand lords, and 
there was handwriting on the 
wall, ‘“Mene, mene, Tekel, Uphar- 
sin,’ God revealed the meaning to 
Daniel. Not only so, but God put 
it in the ‘heart of the queen moth- 
er to recommend Daniel as a man 
“in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods.”’ God gave Daniel a good 
reputation for godliness. In a time 
of trial, people called on him! And 
Daniel knew the message of God 
for that drunken king and his 
courtiers and their wives and con- 
cubines. You see, God was on 
Daniel’s side ever since Daniel 
took holy vows that he would not 
defile himself, but that he would 
be God’s man, 

The story of the lions’ den is a 
classic story. Mothers and fathers 
ought to read it to their children. 
Every preacher ought to read it 
ever so often, and learn again that 
lions’ dens are not important. 
They are greatly overrated! Any 
lions’ den that a preacher gets in- 
to by being true to God he will 
find that the lions have their 
jaws locked. At least that will be 
true if the man is Daniel’s kind 
of man. I would rather be Daniel 
sleeping in peace in the lions’ den, 
with his head perhaps pillowed 
on some king of beasts who could 
not harm him, than to be Ne- 
buchadnezzar with an _ uneasy 
head, sleepless and conscience- 
Stricken in the palace! So, dear 
reader, do not be afraid of the 
lions’ den, if God is on your side, 
as he was on Daniel’s side. To 
take Daniel’s vows means to be 
yoked up with God, to have His 
care. 

I do not mean that a Christian 
will never suffer, will never be 
persecuted, will never be killed. 
But I say that that can only hap- 
pen if it be in the sweet and good 
wall of God. 

We can safely trust the solemn 
statement of God’s Word, “Them 
that honour me I will honour” 
(I Sam. 2:30). We can remember 
D. L. Moody’s life text, “He that 
doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever” (I John 2:17). He can claim 
the blessed promise of Christ that, 
“Lo I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world” (Matt. 
28:20). He can well claim and re- 
!member this promise, “Let your 
conversation be without covetous- 
ness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath 
said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. So that we may 
bodly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and-I shall not fear what man 
shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:5,6). 

I trust the reader will here al- 
low me @#@ give a testimony. I 
would feel ungrateful if I did not 
say that, thank God, Daniel’s God 
is my God. He has been with me 
in some thirty years of ministry. 
I have preached hard against sin, 
I have had enemies who thought 
I was extreme, dogmatic, fanati- 
cal, narrow-minded. I have had 
those who hated me because of 


God, He has been ever with me. 


my stand against sin and worldli- 
ness and modernism. But, thank 


My path has been a bright and 


met. I have had food and clothes, 
I have been able to put my girls 
through college. I have been able 
to send the Gospel out around the 
world. How gracious, how provi- 
dent, how faithful has been Dan- 
iel’s God, my God! I am so glad 
I am on His side! I am glad I 
have offended men to please Him, 
glad I have put away my depend- 
ence on men in order to depend 
on Him! “He is faithful that pro- 
mised.” 


How happy, how blessed, how 
prosperous in the rignt sense will 
each one be who does as Daniel 
did, taking a holy vow, making a 
lifetime decision that will put him 
out-and-out on God's side and will 
put God on his side! 


VI. Daniel’s Decision Was a 
Decision For Christ and 
Salvation 

Too often Christians who are 
not well-acquainted with the Old 
Testament suppose that it is en- 
tirely different from the New 
Testament. Too often ‘the casual 
reader may believe that Old 
Testament saints knew little or 
nothing of the grace of God, of 
salvation, of atoning blood, of the 
coming Messiah and Saviour. But 
they are greatly mistaken. The 
Old Testament is full of Jesus 
Christ. Christ is the seed of the 
woman prophesied in Genesis 3: 
15. He is the prophet like unto 
Moses that Moses foretold in 
Deuteronomy 18:15,18. Jesus is the 
suffering servant of Isaiah, chap- 
ter 22. It is Jesus on the cross 
Who cries out to God in the twen- 
ty-second Psalm. It is Christ the 
»©on at whom the heathen rage 
as foretold in the second Psalm. 
Christ Himself is pictured in the 
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markable value at only 


$3.50 
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the king was furious and he had 


happy one. My needs. have been 


passover Jamb, in every blood 
sacrifice. He is pictured in the 
altar, the golden candlestick, the 
table of shewbread, the altar of 
incense, in the mercy-seat, in the 
shekinah glory of the tabernacle. 
Yea, He is pictured in the silver 
and the gold and the wood, in the 
rams’ skins dyed red, in the pure 
white linen, in all the furniture 
and fixtures of tabernacle and 
court. He is pictured in the high 
priest. He is referred to in scores 
of prophecies in the Old Testa- 
ment. The unconverted scribes and 
Pharisees im Christ’s time knew 
that a Messiah was coming. They 
asked John the Baptist if he were 
the Christ. They knew that the 
Christ should be born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea. They knew that 
Christ should be David’s son. And 
it seems to me impossible that any 
spiritually-minded man of God in 
view of all these pictures and 
signs and prophecies should not 
have known much of the spiritual 


truth about Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son that should come into the 
world. 


Jesus said, “Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my day: and 
he saw it, and was glad” (John 
8:56). You remember that it was 
Abraham who had said to his son 
Isaac, “My son, God will provide 
himself a lamb for a burnt-offer- 
ing” (Gen. 22:8). If Isaiah saw 
all our iniquities laid on Jesus and 
saw that believers by His stripes 
were healed; if David not only 
knew the sufferings of the Saviour 
on the cross, as told in the twen- 
ty-second Psalm, but knew of 
Christ’s coming resurrection, as 
told in Psalm 16:10, and quoted 
by Peter at Pentecost, in Acts 2:27, 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Page Eleven 


The Young Man 


(Continued from page 10) 


is it strange that Daniel also 
knew about the Saviour? 
Many secrets were given to 


Daniel. After he prayed and con- 
fessed his sin, God revealed to him 
His plan for the Jewish people. 
Daniel wrote of the seventy weeks 
of years determined. There would 
be sixty-nine sevens of years “un- 
to Messiah the prince,” we learn 
in Daniel 9:27. And Jesus came 
right on time. And then “shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself,” we learn in Daniel 9:26. 
So Jesus knew that the Messiah, 
the Saviour, would come and 
knew that He would die for oth- 
ers. And Daniel was inspired of 
God to write it down for us. 

Part of the Book of Daniel is 
written in Aramaic, “substantially 
identical with Chaldaic, the lan- 
guage of ancient Babylon.” From 
Daniel 2:4 to Daniel 7:28, was 
written so that wise men of Baby- 
ton might learn of the future and 
coming Messiah. I believe that the 


wise men who came to see the 
Baby Jesus had read this pro- 
phecy and knew that the years 


were fulfilled for the coming of 
the Saviour. So when they saw 
the sign of the star they came. 

I do not know ‘how much Dan- 
iel knew about the coming Sav- 
iour. He did not have a New 
Testament as we have. But, thank 
God, he had much of the Old 
Testament, and he had the lead- 
ing of the revelation of the Spirit 


of God. So Daniel Knew about 
the coming Saviour. 
And I am certain, that when 


Daniel purposed in ‘his heart he 
would not defile himself, he de- 
cided for God. 

Some weeks ago we published 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD a Ser- 
mon by the wonderful evangelist 
of two generations gone, Sam 
Jones. I edited that sermon as 
carefully as I could because Sam 
Jones knew very little theology. 
as he frankly admitted. Every- 
Where he preached that meg 
should turn from their sins. One 
of his favorite sayings was, “Quit 
your meanness.” When that ser- 
mon was printed a man wrote 
me in shocked language, protest- 
ing at how inadequately Sam 
Jones had presented the plan of 
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salvation. 

Well, the great evangelist did 
not explain salvation by grace as 
carefully as I do. But he got mul- 
tiplied thousands saved. As I 
prayerfully considered this mat- 
ter, I came to the conclusion that 
no man can honestly turn from 
his sin without turning to Christ. 
Any genuine, wholehearted re- 
pentance means repentance toward 
God, a heart-turning away from 
sin. And that necessarily means 
dependence on Christ for mercy 
and salvation. So Sam Jones did 
not tell all the truth of the Gos- 
pel, but when he got men to 
honestly hate their sins and fear 
their sins and got men to genu- 
inely turn from their sins for 
mercy, he got men to turn to 
Jesus Christ and be saved. Men 
do not go to Hell out of ignorance. 
They go to Hell because they will 
not repent. And when men gen- 
uinely repent, God always makes 
a way for them to know enough 
about Jesus to be saved. One sen- 
tence was enough to get Corne- 
lius and all of his household saved, 
after they had genuinely, with 
fasting and tears and prayers and 
alms, sought the face of God, 
turning from their sins. When 
Peter said, “Unto him give all fhe 
prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in hhim 
Shall receive remission of sins” 
(Acts 10:43), the whole family of 
Cornelius were saved. 

So I mean that 
turned his heart away .from sin, 
away from defilement, he was 
not far from God. I believe that 
with what light he had, he put 
his trust in the Messiah, the 
Prince, whose coming he later 
Toretold. I believe that he depen- 
ded on God’s mercy, and received 
a new heart. 

All talk of genuine reform and 
genuine morality without Jesus 
Christ is folly. If you want to 
build sentiment in this country 
for obedience to law, for children 
to be obedient to their parents, 
for wives to be obedient to their 
husbands, for pupils to be respect- 
ful and obedient to their teachers 
—if you want to build a basic and 
fundamental morality in this 
country, then have a great revival! 
and preach the Gospel to people 
and tell them to turn to Jesus 
Christ. For a genuine stand for 
morality and righteousness is nec- 
essarily a decision for Jesus 
Christ, and a new heart, and the 
daily help of the Holy Spirit to 
live right. And one cannot divorce 
morality and Christ. And one can 
have no true righteousness except 
he takes Christ, our righteousness, 
as his own righteousness. 
purposed in his heart 
defile himself. 
us that the 


when Daniel 


Daniel 
he would not 
And that reminds 
Scripture says, “For with the 
heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness” (Rom. 10:10). 

Dear young man who réads this, 
strong, happy, confident, do you 
want to be honorable and right- 
eous, and dependable? Do you 
want to be clean and good? Then 
I beg you, turn to Jesus Christ 
and trust Him. For no one will 
ever truly be good or pure except 
as he takes Christ into his heart. 
I am sure that Daniel turned to 
Christ, when he turned from sin. 
And. so must you. 

Dear young woman who reads 
this, sweet, modest, virtuous, I 
hope that your eye will always be 
unclouded. I hope that your smile 
will always be fresh and sweet 
and modest and good. I hope that 
your conscience will be pure and 
your sleep untroubled. I hope you 
will be a pure and virtuous girl 
and woman. But I warn you now 
that true virtue and purity and 
righteousness are found only in 
Jesus Christ! Christ rejection is 
the way to sin and ruin and dam- 
nation. But honest repentance 
toward sin and a sincere heart 
decision to trust Jesus Christ and 
claim Him and live for Him, is 


you know our address... 


The Sword of the Lord 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Il. 


80, if you move, be sure to let us know 
where you are by sending us your old. 
and new addresses (including zone num- 
ber) five weeks before you make the 
change. The Post Office will not for- 


ward papers unless you send postage. 


the way to true righteousness and 
purity. I hope you do not smile 
when you make them. I hope that 
you do not take these resolves 
lightly. Yes, I believe in New 
Year’s resolutions and other kinds 
of good resolutions. No one ever 
lives better than he plans to live, 
than he undertakes before God to 
live. One who does not try to do 
better never does better. One who 
does not vow to leave sin does not 
leave it. Lam for New Year’s reso- 
lutions. I am for holy vows. I am 
for solemn pledges. 

But to give up drink without 
accepting Christ leaves one still 
a poor lost sinner enslaved by sin. 
To turn from lewdness and pro- 
fanity and dirty habits without 
turning to Jesus Christ still does 
not make the heart good, still 
does not give victory and joy and 
peace. No one has a right to say 
that he is trying to do his best 
until he gives up to Jesus Christ 
and trusts Him. 

In a textile mill a sign before 
the worker said, “When your 
thread becomes tangled, call the 
foreman.” A new employee came 
to work. She soon found her 
thread tangled. She worked and 
worked to untangle it and could 
not do so. At last in despair she 
called the foreman. When he re- 
buked her for not obeying the 
sign, she said, “But I tried my 
best.” 

He answered, “To really 
your best is to send for me.” 

So good resolutions are not 
good. They are only inadequate, 
and more or less insincere, unless 
first of all you call for Jesus 


try 


Christ. If you want to be good, He | 


can give you a good heart, can 
help you to want to do right, can 
help you to overcome sin. Oh, 
when you make your holy vow, 
when you make up your mind as 
Daniel did, be sure that first of 


all you take Christ as your Sa- 
viour, and trust Him and love 
Him and surrender to Him and 
depend upon Him and claim Him 
as your own Saviour now and for-| 
ever! 

Well, my message is done. Will 
you, dear reader, today make holy 
vows to turn from sin and turn 
from filthy habits, to turn away 
from compromise? Turn to purity. 
Make a heart decision, a lifetime | 
decision, and get God on your side 
today. I hope that every reader, | 
with a New Year before us, will | 
solemnly face God and ask for a 
clean heart, and resolve with holy 
earnestness to put aside every 
weight, every defiling thing that 
dishonors God, and belong wholly 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
year ahead. 


And if a poor, unconverted sin-| 
ner reads this, I beg you now to) 


turn from sin and trust Jesus 
Christ. Remember the 
promise, “For God so loved the 


| 
precious | 
} 


world, that he gave his only be-| 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- | 
lieveth in him should not perish, | 
but have everlasting life” (John) 
3:16). God loves you. Christ died | 
for you. If you will here and now | 
trust Him, depend upon Him, rely 
upon Him, your sins will be for-| 
given; you will not perish, but) 
then and there have everlasting 
life. Will you do it today? 


This is the best time you will 
ever have to make your decision. 
Tomorrow your heart may be 
hard as a stone. Tomorrow you 
may be dead and in Hell! Tomor- 
row you may be enslaved by Sins | 
and passions that now you could, 
with Christ’s help, forsake. I beg | 
you that you will make the one 
tremendous life decision, the 
eternal decision that you will 
trust Christ as your own Saviour, 


| 
| 


} 


that you will give Him your heart | 


forever, that you will be His com- 


pletely. 

Do not depend upon your good- 
ness. Do not depend upon your 
will power. Admit that you are 
a poor undone sinner and trust 
the Christ who died for you. De- 
pend upon the Saviour who paid 
all your debts on the cross. And 
the moment you put your trust in 
Jesus Christ, He comes in and 


| forgives and saves and makes you 


a new creature. Will you do it? 

If you will take Christ as Sa- 
viour, will you carefully read this 
statement below, say an eternal 


yes in your heart as you make a 
decision like Daniel. Accept Him. 
Then sign your name to the state- 
ment. Then copy it in a letter and 
mail it to me today. I will be so 
glad to send you a letter of coun- 
sel and encouragement, and angels 
in Heaven will rejoice. Make your 
decision today! Can you sign this 


letter honestly and copy it and 
mail it today? 

Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon, “The 
Young Man Who Made Up His 
Mind.” I realize that I am a sin- 
ner. I know that I ought to turn 
from my sins, that I need a new 
heart, that I need forgiveness and 


salvation. I believe that Jesus 
Christ died for my sins as the 
Bible says He did. So here and 


now, I turn my heart from my 
Sins. I depend upon Christ to save 
me. I take Him as my own Sa- 
viour now, this moment. I will 
claim Him before men and try to 
live for Him from this time forth. 


Signed 
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“Your paper has been a blessing 
to me many times. I do not know 
who subscribed to it for me, but 
that person must have known that 
I needed just such a paper. It 
started coming when I was still 
in Colombia where one Jongs for 
good “juicy” messages. This past 
year I have been home on a year’s 
furlough after five and a half 
years of work on the mission field 
in Colombia.” 

A. D. 
Winkler, Man., Can, 


* * * 


“T’ve just finished reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD for this week. 
I don’t know of any other paper 
that means any more to a preach- 
er than THE Sworp. I-am out in 
the wild West ‘part of Texas where 
a fellow needs the understanding 
and enlightenment that keeps his 
ministry fresh.” 

T. 3. Hi: 
San Angelo, Texas 
* *K * 

“Greetings from Germany! As a 
subscriber 'to THE Sworp, I'd like 
to tell you what your wonderful 
paper means to me and my bud- 
dies. I think it’s a swell paper, and 
I love the way you bring forth the 
real truth of the Bible. 

“Until recently I ‘had been send- 
ing interesting clippings of your 
paper to my girl friend back in 
the States. However, several of 
my friends over here have become 
interested in your paper, and as 
a result I pass it.on to them, and 
they in turn keep passing it on.” 

(Signed) A/3c C. R. B. 
Camp Lindsey, 
Germany 
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A TOWEL 


By Rev. Walter Hughes, B.A., M.B.E. 
R. R. 1, Ilderton, Ont., Canada 


He riseth from supper, 


«J took a towel, and girded hi 


{ would bring to you again a 
familiar picture from the 
spel records, It is a picture, the 
tails of which are known to us 
And yet I feel that there are 
i<sons for us there that hitherto 
\ ¢ have not learned. There are 
golnts in this picture that have 
¢ » unnoticed. 


* “ ~~ a 


The Master and the disciples, 
‘er a journey on foot, had gone 
the upper room together to 
'ebrate the Passover. Suddenly 
d yet quietly Jesus arose trom 
table, picked up a towel, and 
it made a girdle about His 
aist, after the manncr Ot a Ser- 
cat. Then He took an empty ba- 


nad used by one of the disciples, 
i filled it with water, and turn- 


ae 


' 


disciple nearest Him: Before 
y could recover from their 
ide-eyed astonishment Jesus 


vent from one to the other and 


em with the towel with which 
fo was girded. 


a Pe 


Here We Have a Lesson 
Concerning Humble Serving 
He “took a towel.” He might 
- taken a sword, or a scepter 
d have become a sovereign, but 
took a towel and became the 
vant. The girdle is the symbol 
service. The lesson was very 
-propriate, for not long before 
disciples had been quarreling 
oyneerning the question as to who 
Jas to be the chief and the great- 
st among them, Disciples haven't 
hanged much from that day to 
is. Their debate was, “Who am 
' “How much is in it for me?” 
yhen they came to the supper 
namber they were all so en- 
‘ossed with thoughts of their own 
mportance that not one of them 
oticed the empty basin and the 
wel there. One of them should 
ave girded himself and washed 
Master’s and the other disci- 
s’ feet after the journey. Not 
ie of them was willing to take 
servant’s place. What a re- 
ike it must have been when they 
the Lord Himself take the 
beson and the towel and stoop to 
yvash, When they wanted to take 
@ throne He was willing to take 
e towel, 
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What artist could paint that 
picture? The artist who would 
try, must not only paint the scene 
in that upper chamber, that scene 
ot the self-seeking disciples and 
the stooping Savoir, but he must 
Show something else, and that 
something else no artist’s skill 
can ever bring out upon the can- 
vas—the distance Jesus traveled 
to become the servant—the dis- 
tance from the throne of God, 


from the place of the glory, and 
fhe sceptre and the crown, to the 
basin and the towel and the dis- 
ciples’ feet. 

No artist can paint that. 

No surveyor’s chain could mea- 
sure the distance. Paul says, “He 
took upon him the form of a Ser- 
vant.” 

The only sword by which he 

could become the captain of our 
salvation was in that towel, Many 
@ man who can lift a throne can- 
mot lift a towel. 
; How many there are who de- 
sire to be head of this, or chief of 
that in the church. The next time 
you seek for power and want to 
be recognized and applauded, turn 
to John 13 and see this scene 
again of the stooping, serving Sa- 
vior. 

“He came not to be ministered 


‘unto but to minister.” Only the 


strong can stoop. Only the strong- 
est stoop the lowest. Humility is 
not thinking meanly of vourself: 
it is merely getting into correct 
personal relation with God and so 
with men. Christ took a towel and 
left a trail of blood. We too tri- 
umph-Ahrough a towel. Peter gave 
this exhortation, “Be ye clothed 
with humility.” The word rendered 


which should have been filled =~ 


2.-He stooped over the feet of}: 


«thed their feet and then wiped}. 


and laid aside his garments; 
mself.—John 13:4. 


clothed occurs only in that one 
place in Scripture and means liter- 
ally the putting on of a slave's 
costume. 

Oh! may this scene melt our 
hearts with wonder and awe that 
He who was so very high stooped 
so very low. “Knowing that He 
came from God and went to God,” 
and that even when He was kneel- 
ing there before these men, “the 
Father had given all things into 
His hands.” What.did He do? | 
Triumph? shows: His 


majesty? | 
flash His blinding power? demand 


| : 
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Dr. Walter Hughes 
service? cause them | 
His feet? No. “Girded Himself | 
with a towel and washed His dis- | 
ciples’ feet!” The next time that 
self swells up and pride predom- | 
inates, think of Jesus and this) 
scene, 


to cower at 


ER eA 


Humble thyself and the Lord will 
draw near Thee, 

Humble. thyself and His spirit will 
cheer thee; 

He will not walk with the proud 
or the scornful, 

Humble thyself to walk with God. 


There is a Lesson Concerning | 
Cleansing | 

The fourth verse says, “He ris-| 
eth from supper.” | 
It was the Passover Supper. It | 
is hardly necessary for me to Say'| 
that the Passover is a sympol of; 
Calvary. It is a type of the shed-| 
ding of blood for redemption of | 
the race. In I Cor. 5:7, we: read, | 
“Christ our passover is sacrificed | 
for us.” As the Passover is a sym-| 
bol of His death, rising from the | 


His rising from the dead. This‘ 
scene shows us Christ in His High 
Priestly ministry after His death 
and resurrection. 

The disciples had come in from 
a journey. We, His disciples, are 
on our pilgrimage journey. We 
walk amidst the dust and stains of 
the earth, bearing His Name. As 
a consequence of our earthly walk 
and earthly contacts there is a 
sense of loss of spiritual power. 
The spiritual luster is lost from 
our lives. There is a loss of fellow- 
ship and communion with Christ. 

In the East during a meal they 
reclined at table and did so in 
close contact, so that the feet of 
one would come more or less in 
contact with the head of another. 
Because of this at the entrance ol 
the dining-room there was a basin 
or jar of water for the washing 
of feet. When the guest entered 
the servant of the household re- 
moved his sandles and washed the 
feet of the guests. 


The Table is a Symbol 
of Fellowship 


If our daily Christian walk is 
not clean, if we are walking with 
the world and dishonoring our 
Lord, if we are tainted because 
of the pilgrim path, we cannot 
have communion at tthe table with 
Him. He will not eat with us and 
have fellowship with us. Our feet 
must be washed and made sweet 


Passover Supper is a symbol of | 


and clean. Then we 


can recline | 


at the table with Him. If there 
is someone who has lost that swect 
communion Jet the Master wash 
your feet. Yes! all of us are more 
or less stained. All have to some 
degree lost the fellowship of the 
Father. Then let Christ fulfil His 
High Priestly ministry for each 
of us ‘this morning and bring us 
back into the sweetnss of com- 
munion. 


Before the Lord Could Wash 
Their Feet They Had to 
Expose Them to Him 


Master can take away the stains 
we must show them to Him. We 
must present our feet for inspec- 
tion. We must not hide our soiled 
feet under the garment of pride. 
We must confess our condition and 
make no concealment. “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” I believe in Confession to 
a priest. But not to an earthly 
priest. Let us show our feet to our 
Great High Priest. Confess to Him, 
and the cleansing will come. 
Peter, in pride and _ self-will, 
refused to let the Master wash 
his feet. Have we not often done 
likewise? Have you and I not often 
kept our feet back from the Lord? 
There is a day coming when these 
unconfessed stains will ‘witness 
against us, not imperilling our 
salvation but causing us loss in the 


. | day of inspection. When the Lord 


had rebuked Peter for his pride, 
Peter was immediately humbled 
and said, “Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head.” 


The lesson is sinple. Before the | feet to the 


feet had come into contact with 
the dust of the road as he walked. 
Jesus said that all that was neces- 
sary was that his feet be washed. 
What a great spiritual truth we 
have there! When you were saved 
you bathed. You were washed in 
the tide of Calvary, washed in the 
blood. Since you bathed by faith 
in Calvary’s stream, you stand 
justified. before God. That need 
never take place again. All that'you 
need now is that your feet be rid of 
the soils and stains of the pilgrim 
way. You are simplyto show your 
Lord, confess your 
failures and shortcomings, and He 
will wash you and at once there 
will come that blessed assurance 
to your heart that you are restored 
to close fellowship again, 


Let us remember than _ this 
morning that we have a great 
High Priest in glory, who is wait- 
ing to do this wonderful clean- 
ing and restoring work for each 
of His disciples. Christians out of 
touch, don’t keep going on allow- 
ing the stains and soils, and mud 
marks to accumulate. What a 


tradgey to have lost the joy, to) 


have lost the power. A few years 
ago on the ‘borders of Georgian 
Bay I saw that site of what was 
once a thriving center. The dilapi- 
dated docks were there, the over- 
grown roadways could be seen, 
the last remnants of houses where 
once people lived, but all was si- 
lent. No frolicking children were 
there, no busy workmen on the 


docks, no women busying them | 


selves about the house or hurrying 
to the market place. All was quiet 


as death; not even tthe bark of 


But Jesus replied, “He that is,a dog could be heard. Frogs 
washed needeth not save to wash; croaked a mournful dirge at the 
his feet, but is. clean every whit.” | water's edge. There was something 

The word wash is used in that!tragic about it all. Its glory had 


verse, but they are really two/departed. Are there no Christians | 
distinct words with two distinct | like 


that? Think of SAMSON 


meanings. The first word means | shorn of his strength. He who once 


to bathe. The second word means 
Simply to apply water to any 
single or definite portion of the 
body. If Christ doesn’t wash us 
we have no part with Him. Peter 


had slain a thousand with thé 
jawbone of an ass. He who once 


had caused the enemies of the. 


Lord to tremble in His presence 


is now as helpless as a babe. The | 
| had bathed his body. His body was|.Lord had departed from Him. 


protected by clothing. He didn’t There is something awfully tragic 
need a fresh bath, but his sandaled | about that. See DAVID stained 


by the pilgrim way. The luster 
has gone out of his eye and the 
joy from his heart. But David 
knew the way back to fellowship. 
He showéd his feet to ‘hhis Lord 
and cried out, “Wash me thor- 
oughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I 
acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy sal- 
vation; and uphold me with thy 
free spirit.” We are in the upper 
room this morning. The Master is 
here. Let Him wash the feet of 
all His followers. Confess your 
own sin. Some folk are very alert 
at confessing the sins of others. 
Uncover your own feet. 


More holiness give me, more striv- 
ings within; 

More patience in suffering, more 
sorrow for sin; 

More faith in my Savior, more 
sense of His care, 

More joy in His service, more pur- 
pose in prayer. 

‘More purity give me, 


more 


strength to o’ercome; 

More freedom from earth-stains; 

_ more longings for home; 

More fit for the kingdom, more 

| used would I be; 

More blessed and holy, 
Savior, like thee. 


more, 
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Bob Jones University combines 
CULTURE and REFINEMENT with a 


fervent revival spirit. 


has said, “The World’s Most Unusual 
University puts a red carpet on the 
sawdust trail’ —but the “sawdust trail’ 
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